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Hello and once again I bring you greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope you are keeping well in the midst of everything. 

 

Whilst writing this message I’ve heard that Coventry is moving 

into a higher tier this evening, this will mean more restrictions 

and I won’t be able to visit two of my sons who live over that 

way. 

 

Sadly, we don’t appear to be doing very well according to the 

figures that are shown each night on the news. 

I was quite shocked when I heard that the annual 

Remembrance Sunday Parade will not be taking place at the 

Cenotaph in London this year and people are being 

encouraged to watch a Remembrance service on TV or online. 

 

Just to confirm, there will be a Service of Remembrance at the 

War Memorial in our churchyard and for those who wish, we 

will be parading from the centre of the village as usual. 

 

I would just ask that anyone attending would be mindful of the 

social distancing rules and would only stand next to those who 

they are in a bubble with.  

 

 

 



 

This Sunday is selected as 

Bible Sunday and our readings 

are from Psalm 119 verses 

105 - 128  

 

 

 

 

 

 

and from Luke’s gospel 

chapter 4 verses 16 – 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder how many bibles you have in your house and what 

sort of versions they are. 

 

I had a quick count on my book shelves and I have about 30 

different versions, some old, a few very old, 100 years or more 

and others very new and modern. 

 

When I think about it we are very fortunate in that we can walk 

into most book shops and pick up a bible of our choice.  

 



But this is not the same in every country. 

According to the Bible Society’s research, the complete bible is 

now available in 700 different languages. 

With New Testaments being available in even more languages. 

 

But despite these great numbers there are still over half of the 

world’s languages without any scripture. 

 

Which means there are still hundreds of millions of people with 

no access to the bible.  

 

Although I have many different versions there are a few which 

are my favourites. 

These are the ones that I find easiest to read and understand 

and so I tend to use them more often. I also am very fond of a 

couple of the older ones because they have some beautiful 

illustrations in them. 

I have a few more unusual ones, one in the form of a 

magazine, another that resembles a newspaper and a bible 

written in ‘street language.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For many of us reading the bible can be a bit of a challenge 

even though we know that it’s most important because God 

speaks through it.  

We realize that it holds wisdom, hope, peace, strength, and 

grace in its pages. And often it’s difficult to know where to start.  

Whenever I’m asked that question “where should I begin” I 

suggest starting to read one of the gospels because they tell us 

about Jesus and His life on earth. 

 

The bible can be described in many ways; it’s a library because 

it contains 66 different books by many authors. 

 

There are 39 books in the Old Testament revealing to us the 

story of creation and the lives of the early believers as they 

prepare and prophesied for the coming of the Messiah. 

 

In the New Testament there are 27 books teaching us about 

Jesus and the foundation of the early church. 

 

The bible has many parts, it’s a history, it’s a map and above all 

it’s God’s Word. 

It’s a light to guide us on our path but it’s also a gift. 

 

The bible is a gift 

from God in which 

we read God’s big 

story. 

A story that points to 

Jesus, the gift from 

God to us all. 



As you know, we as a family, spend most of our holidays in 

Wales in a small town called Tywyn. 

Near to where we stay is a tiny village called Llanfihangel-y-

Pennant. 

 

In 1800 a young girl called Mary Jones left this village and 

walked over the mountains to Bala, a distance of 25 miles with 

bare feet.  

 

She had saved for years 

because she wanted to buy 

her own bible written in 

Welsh. 

 

When she reached Bala, 

Revd Thomas Charles 

gave her a bible and was 

so touched by her 

determination that a few 

years later he started the 

Bible Society. 

 

 

 

The Bible Society continues to work 

throughout the world to give people the 

opportunity to learn about God and bring 

Jesus into their lives. 



 

A couple of years ago we used one of their latest teaching 

models called ‘The Bible Course.’ It is available today to buy 

and work through the 8 sessions exploring the world’s 

bestselling book.   

 

Our encounters with Jesus through the living words of scripture 

can be as exciting, challenging, and life-giving as the 

encounters with Jesus of history – 

 

So whatever type or translation of the bible you have you can 

meet God through His living Word. 

 

So I do encourage you to pick up your bible and by reading it 

and going deeper, it will allow you to become a part of the story 

alongside Jesus.  

 

Unlike any other book – it’s as we read God’s word that we 

encounter Him, the creator and saviour of the world. 

So give it a try – and be amazed!  

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

During this last week we celebrated 

 Teresa of Avila.  

So you might want to use one of her prayers. 

 
Let nothing disturb you, 

Let nothing frighten you, 

All things are passing away, 

God never changes, 

Patience obtains all things, 

Whoever has God lacks nothing, 

God alone suffices. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 

Something to think about 

 Which is your favourite bible and why? 

 What part of the bible do you find most special and why? 

 How and/or what aides do you find helpful when reading 
your bible? 

 

 Do you or have you used bible notes/daily readings etc? 

 What verses/stories stand out as being helpful and why? 

 Have you tried joining a bible study group/partner, if so 
what do you find helpful?  

 

 Think of a time when you have received a special 
message from reading your bible? 
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For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


