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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope you and your family are keeping well and safe. 

I guess you have all heard that churches are now able to open 

from today (Sunday) for worship. 

 

It’s great to think we’re starting to move forward, but it’s not 

quite as simple as just opening the door and returning to where 

we left off in March! 

The government has produced a 16-page guidance booklet for 

the opening and safe use of places of worship as from 4
th

 July. 

This booklet covers all faiths and denominations. 

The Church of England has a group called the House of 

Bishops Recovery Group which looks into the Governments 

advice and guidance and comes up with their documents to 

help and support parishes. 

On Wednesday they issued the document all 53 pages! 

I am reading through it and trying to decipher what is 

appropriate and applies to St. Mary’s. 

 

I have met twice this week, via the computer, with clergy from 

the Leamington and Warwick churches and as you can 

probably imagine our main topic of conversation was how and 

when we are going to open our individual churches. 

There are a couple of churches who are opening today (5
th
). 

They are recording their service with a limited congregation and 

they are sending it out live to those with computers as a form of 

trial. 



There are a few churches who are waiting until September 

before opening for worship and the rest of us are not sure when 

we will open. 

My thoughts at the present for St. Mary’s are that we spend the 

next month making all the relevant preparations following the 

guidelines with an aim to hold our first service of worship in 

August. 

Exactly what form of service it will be – I don’t know at the 

moment. 

In the meantime, I will continue to produce a Sunday Message 

each week - which you will either receive on your computer or 

as a booklet.    

I will continue to update you each week with how we are getting 

on. 

 

Moving to our first reading for today, it comes from the book of 

Zechariah, chapter 9 verses 9 – 12 and you’ll find this book at 

the end of the Old Testament - it’s the last but one book. 

In the first verse you’ll probably think you’re reading Matthew’s 

gospel because it’s the account of Jesus riding into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday – but this is the amazing prophecy that was 

spoken 500 years earlier. 

 

 

 

Zechariah’s 

prophecy 

 



 

As we know Jesus fulfilled this prophecy with His triumphant 

entry whilst here on earth but the prophecy in the next verse 

refers to Christ’s second coming. 

 

 

The 

Second 

Coming 

 

 

 

The Old Testament often mixes the prophecies of the first and 

second coming of the Lord. 

If we consider all of the prophecies that Jesus has already 

fulfilled, then we should know that the prophecies of the second 

coming are also certain to come true one day. 

The big question is are we ready if that was to be in our 

lifetime? 

 

Our second reading is from Matthews’s gospel chapter 11 

verses 16 – 19 and 25 – end and it is Jesus teaching about the 

Kingdom.  

The first few verses are all about people moaning.  

We all know people like this – those who are only happy when 

they have something to moan about. 



Whatever Jesus said or did, the people found fault and 

moaned. 

That was because He was trying to help them to live a better 

life, but they knew this meant changing their ways and their 

behaviour. 

I guess if Jesus turned up now and looked at how we live, He 

would have something to say! 

 

 

During this strange time that we are now living in, we might 

think that we have a right to moan. 

Life isn’t what it used to be, and we are all missing things, but 

we also know that there are many who are far worse off than 

us. 

Sometimes we overlook this and are only fixed on ourselves. 

When we do this, we also leave God out of our thoughts. 

If only we thought about Jesus’ words that we read in verse 28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens and I will give you rest.” 



We know that we can come to Jesus with anything and 

everything. 

I have often heard it said that when we share our concerns 

things seem so much better.  

So why not tell God what’s on our mind, all the things that upset 

us and make us feel down instead of carrying them and just 

moaning to those around us. 

God is good, God is the best listener and He welcomes us to 

share with Him everything, which also means thanking Him for 

all the good in our lives. 

 

Take heart in this unusual situation, giving thanks for all of the 

good that has come out of it - and know that God is with us and 

He knows everything even if we are still struggling through the 

fog. 

One day everything will be clear because of Him – the one who 

loves and watches over us. Amen 

 
A Prayer for these different times 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



 
Reverend Graham 

 

 
 
 

Something to think about 

 

 Name some of the Old Testament prophecies that Jesus 

fulfilled. 

 What prophecies are still yet to be fulfilled? 

 If Jesus returned today what would He think of you? 

 What one thing could you do better in your life? 

 What one thing are you struggling with during this present 

time? 

 What could you/another do to help you with it?  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
For any of your family, friends  

and neighbours 
who have access to the internet, 

you might like to suggest  
that they look at the church’s website  

where they will be able to see this 
message and other useful information. 

Also, anyone you know with  
Primary Age school children will find 

stories from ‘Open The Book’. 
 

Tell them to Google 
 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


