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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope you are all keeping well and taking the opportunity to 

enjoy the beautiful sunshine. 

I led a funeral recently on a beautiful sunny day – 

and the family remarked that even though it was a very sad 

occasion – because of the glorious weather they somehow felt 

that everything was alright.  

 

Today (Sunday) is the Third Sunday after Trinity – but 

tomorrow (Monday) is when the church remembers and 

celebrates Peter and Paul the Apostles. 

And so we will use the readings allocated to them. 

The first reading is another of my favourites and I’ll explain later 

– it is from Matthews Gospel chapter 16 verses 13 to 19. 

In my bible it has the heading Peter’s Declaration about Jesus. 

The events of this passage take place in Caesarea Philippi (not 

to be confused with Caesarea on the Mediterranean Coast). 

 

 

 

Ruins of Caesarea 

Philippi found 

below todays 

ground level. 

 

 



Caesarea Philippi has through the centuries had many different 

names and is known today as Banyas and it is situated in the 

most northern part of Israel.  

The huge mountain range of the Golan Heights overshadow the 

area.  

 

 

A view 

from the 

Golan 

Heights 

looking 

into 

Lebanon. 

 

 

 

 

The highest summit is Mount Hermon (which many believe is 

the mountain that Jesus led His disciples up - and where He 

was transfigured.)  

It stands just beyond Philippi and separates Israel from 

Lebanon and Syria. 

If you follow the mountain road to the border you can see to the 

north Lebanon and further to the east Syria. 

 

Today little remains of the once busy Roman City. 

There are some ruins of the Agrippa place, a Byzantine Church 

and a beautiful nature reserve where you can follow a trail 

through trees with oranges hanging from their branches. 



 

 

Ruins of the Agrippa Palace and an impression of what  

it might have looked like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archaeological findings of a later Church and an image 

 showing what it might have looked like. 



 

One of the many orange trees in the nature reserve 

 

The most stunning part of the reserve has to be at the begging 

where you see the beautiful spring which is the main source of 

the River Jordan. 

You can watch the water just coming out of the rocks and 

forming a gentle river which you walk alongside through the 

reserve.  

This water then flows down into the Sea of Galilee, out of the 

southern end of the sea and continues its journey south into the 

Dead Sea. 



 

 

The stunning 

spring of 

Banias,  

the main  

source of the  

River Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

Above the archaeological ruins and the spring is a path which 

leads up to the foot of the mountain. 

It is here that you can see the ancient sites of worship which 

have been carved out of the rock. 

It was here with the backdrop of theses pagan temples - came 

a turning point in the ministry of Jesus. 

Because as we read in the Gospel passage, after looking at the 

people worshipping pagan Gods Jesus turned to His disciples 

and asked – 

“Who do the people say I Am?” 

Then He turned to His disciples and asked a very deep and 

searching question – 

“Who do YOU say I Am?” 

To which Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.”  



It is at this point Peter recognised and found the courage to say 

out loud in front of all those around him - who he knew Jesus 

really was. 

 

On my first visit to the Holy Land I stood where I imagined 

Jesus and His disciples stood, -  

looking at the caves carved into the rock picturing all sorts of 

people busy worshipping their false God’s and idols 

And I imagined Jesus standing in front of me and asking me the 

same question - “Who do you say I Am”. 

My answer (which I said quietly to myself) was you are the 

Messiah, the King above all kings and Lord of Lords, the one 

true God and a few other things that came from my heart. 

It was a very moving and intimate feeling, being there in front of 

Jesus even if I couldn’t see Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The foot of the mountain showing the carved out areas where false 

Gods and idols were worshipped. 



I think it’s a place of mixed emotions, rather like the feelings at 

the funeral I spoke about at the beginning. 

A place of great joy because Jesus was finally recognised for 

He was and yet the sorrow of seeing all those people at the 

mountain bowing down to false and fake Gods. 

Sadly, times haven’t moved on – so many people find joy and 

pleasure in worshipping false Gods, the car, the house, the 

clothes, money and the list is endless. 

Real joy can only be found when we get to know who Jesus 

really is 

And can answer the same question as He asked His disciples. 

From time to time I think about that question and it reminds me 

of the fantastic day I spent in that beautiful place in the 

scorching sun – but more importantly it is how I answer that 

question again and again. 

It’s a question we should all ask ourselves on a regular basis. 

It’s not surprising that Jesus turned to Peter and said “On this 

rock I will build my church.” 

And Peter went on to be the first great leader of the church in 

Jerusalem. 

Later Peter reminds Christians that they are the church built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ 

as the corner stone. 

We are all joined into this church by faith in Jesus Christ as our 

saviour, the same faith that Peter expressed in Caesarea 

Philippi. 

If you are interested in reading more about Peter our second 

reading is from Acts chapter 12 verses 1 to 11. I’ll speak about 

Paul on another occasion. 



 
 

 

The Collect for Peter and Paul 

Almighty God 

whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul 

glorified you in their death and life: 

grant that your church, 

inspired by their teaching and example, 

and made one by your Spirit, 

may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Reverend Graham 

 

 
 
 

Something to think about 

 

 How would you respond to Jesus’ question “Who do you 

say I Am?” (A big one to start with!) 

 I gave a few examples of idols that people worship today, 

what do think are the main idols in people that you know? 

 Many people worship idols (many without even knowing it) 

how could you help them to change their views?  

 In verse 19 it talks about the ‘Keys of the Kingdom of 

Heaven’ what do you think this means? 

 What inspires you when you read the stories of the 

apostles?  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
For any of your family, friends  

and neighbours 
who have access to the internet, 

you might like to suggest  
that they look at the church’s website  

where they will be able to see this 
message and other useful information. 

Also, anyone you know with  
Primary Age school children will find 

stories from ‘Open The Book’. 
 

Tell them to Google 
 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


