
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Cubbington 

 
 

 

  

Sunday 4
th

 July 
 

5
th

 Sunday after Trinity  
 
 



Sunday 4
th

 July 
 

Dear Friends 
 
Greetings from the vicarage and a very special greeting and 

many congratulations to Sylvia Blakeman who celebrated her 

90
th
 birthday yesterday. I know that she reads this message 

every week and if she happens to see me delivering her 

booklet she will always give me a wave and a smile. Happy 

Birthday Sylvia for yesterday. Also, a very Happy Birthday to 

Helen and John Henderson who both also celebrated a 

special birthday in the week, a way to go to catch Sylvia 

though! 

I have mentioned previously the Prayer Walk taking place in the 

Warwick and Leamington area. It started on Thursday 1
st
 July 

and runs until 21
st
 July so do take part. When you go out for a 

walk, or you pop to the shops why not think about saying a 

prayer. Or whilst you are looking out of your window, offer up a 

prayer for the people who live in your street. If you have access 

to a computer or smart phone, please enter the locations that 

you have said a prayer for and you will see where everyone 

else has prayed. 

Our gospel reading today is once again from St. Mark chapter 

6 verses 1 – 13. The beginning of the reading when Jesus is 

not recognised by those who knew him, reminds me of when it 

was made known in my home church that I was putting myself 

forward for ordination. Like Jesus I spent some time preaching 

and the response I got was rather like Jesus ‘but he’s the gas 

man’. What surprised me was that these people had known me 

for many years and through the church. I guess they thought I 

was okay to repair their heating, but not good enough to go 

forward for ordination. As Jesus said “A prophet is honoured 

everywhere except in his hometown”. 

Later in the passage Jesus sends out His disciples two by two. 



By sending them out in pairs they could support each other and 

encourage the other. We know that God is always with us as 

He was with the couples, but it helps to have another with you 

especially when you are going door to door. 

Jesus tells the disciples not to take anything with them. How 

often do you go out without your bag, phone, diary, coat, 

umbrella, etc? 

We like to be prepared for all weathers and all options, don’t 

we? 

Why didn’t the disciples go prepared? Well, there was no need 

to prepare because they were God’s messengers going with 

His authority and in His care. 

If this sounds familiar, then it should because this is the same 

as what we are called to do. Going out knowing that we go in 

the care and security of Jesus to tell others about Him. There 

will be some who do not want to hear or know, but that has 

always been the case and the disciples would have found the 

same. I have to say we have it much easier than the disciples, 

we don’t have to leave our local area and most of the people 

we approach already know us, which can sometimes make it 

easier. If you ever think I couldn’t do that, you can, you’re not 

on your own and if the disciples hadn’t gone out and spread the 

message, we may not have heard!! 

Moving onto our second reading which is taken from St. Paul’s 

second letter to the Corinthians chapter 12 verses 2 to 10. 

Again, this is a passage that I find has similarities. I knew a 

while ago that St. Paul had a weakness, an affliction which he 

refers to as a thorn in the flesh. We do not know exactly what 

his weakness was, but many have speculated that it could be 

from being lame, malaria, epilepsy, poor eyesight or a speech 

impediment. Whatever it was I guess Paul found it hindered 

him because he asked the Lord three times to remove the 

problem.  I’m sure it kept him humble but at a cost no doubt. 

God did not remove the illness, but He did show His power 



through him in a most remarkable way. It’s an amazing thing to 

see power, ultimate power coming out of weakness.   

After the first operation I had, I knew that I wouldn’t be able to 

speak as I had previously, but I decided that if God wanted me 

to carry on doing what he had called me to, he would find a way 

for me to carry on. 

I’m often reminded of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. He 

knows what lies ahead of Him (arrest, abuse and crucifixion) 

and so He prays to His Father to take it away. He then thinks 

about His Father and continues His prayer, ‘but not my will be 

yours.’ 

We all have things that we would like and often we ask God for. 

It is not easy to back down and allow God to make the final 

decision, but it is the right thing to do. Paul found this out and 

so did Job and God rewarded them both as He will you. It’s 

easy to Praise God when you are strong and happy and things 

are going well but don’t forget to Praise God when you are 

weak and feeling down, as that is when God fills us with His 

power and we are stronger than ever.  

Finally, let me clarify my position as I’m beginning to hear a few 

rumours. Maybe some people haven’t heard or fully understood 

what I have said. I have no intention of retiring anytime soon! 

With regards to my recovery, I was told by my Consultant that 

due to the extensive amount of surgery I should allow a year to 

recover. If I haven’t fully recovered by then I should at least 

have a good idea of the amount of recovery that I can expect. 

He also said however, as we are all different, that he has 

known some people take up to two years to make good 

progress. 

My hope and prayer is that by then, or even before I reach a 

year post surgery that I will continue to witness ongoing 

improvement in my health and especially in my speech. At 

present I am still the Vicar and I am carrying out as many of my 



duties as possible with the obvious exclusion of leading 

services. Officially I am on long term sick, but I find that keeping 

myself busy is a great help to my overall recovery.  

The Bishops and Archdeacon are aware and are happy for me 

to continue. The worst case scenario is that at the one year 

anniversary of my surgery, if I still can’t speak well enough for 

everyone to understand, at that point I will have to have a 

conversation with the Bishop, hopefully it won’t come to that!!  

I am agreeing to all forms of extra treatment that is offered to 

me that may help. Next week I start a three week daily 

intensive therapy course at Coventry’s UHCW Hospital to help 

with swallowing. This will then be followed by course of physio 

on my neck. This is a fairly new course of treatment in this 

country, which was developed in the USA.  

I continue with daily speech therapy and visiting the physio and 

other professionals for extra treatment on a regular basis. If you 

want to contact me, please feel free to email or write. I am also 

happy to visit you; I can stand at your doorstep and have a 

short chat with you, but may have to chat briefly, only because 

currently I am finding that ‘speaking’ out loud tires me out the 

most, despite helping to exercise my oral and facial muscles. 

Be assured that each and every one of you as always remain in 

my daily prayers. Take care and God Bless you all. 

Revd. Graham  
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2 Corinthians 12: 2-10 
 

 

2 
I know a man in 

Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the 
third heaven. Whether it 
was in the body or out of 
the body I do not know—
God knows. 

3 
And I know 

that this man—whether in 
the body or apart from the 
body I do not know, but 
God knows— 

4 
was 

caught up to paradise. He 
heard inexpressible 

things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 
5 
I will boast 

about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except 
about my weaknesses. 

6 
Even if I should choose to boast, I 

would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But 
I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by 
what I do or say. 

7 
To keep me from becoming conceited because of these 

surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in 
my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 

8 
Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
9 
But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. 

10 
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 

 

 



Gospel Reading 

Mark 6: 1-13 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Prophet Without Honour 

6 Jesus left there and went to his home town, accompanied by 
his disciples. 

2 
When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in 

the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. 

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this 
wisdom that has been given him, that he even does miracles! 
3 
Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of 

James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with 
us?” And they took offense at him. 

4 
Jesus said to them, “Only in his home town, among his 

relatives and in his own house is a prophet without 
honour.” 

5 
He could not do any miracles there, except lay his 

hands on a few sick people and heal them. 
6 
He was amazed at 

their lack of faith.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jesus Sends Out the 
Twelve 

Then Jesus went round 
teaching from village to 
village. 

7 
Calling the 

Twelve to him, he sent 
them out two by two and 
gave them authority over 
evil spirits. 

8 
These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey 

except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your 
belts. 

9 
Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 

10 
Whenever you 

enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 
11 

And if any 
place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off 
your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.” 

12 
They went out and preached that people should 

repent. 
13 

They drove out many demons and anointed many 
sick people with oil and healed them. 

 

 



  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 

is governed and sanctified: 

hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 

that in their vocation and ministry 

they may serve you in holiness and truth 

to the glory of your name; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen. 
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Altar Flowers and  
Church Flowers  

Jackie and Derek BIRD 
Marie GREEN 

And in celebration of Sylvia Blakeman’s 90
th

 Birthday 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Service Today 4
th

 July 
 

Invitation only 
10.00am: Common Worship 

Holy Communion 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Service for Wednesday 7
th

 July 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 
 

Service for Sunday 11
th

 July 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Common Worship 
Holy Communion 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Many congratulations 
 to 

 Helen Henderson  
who celebrated her  

80
th

 birthday on 
 Sunday 27

th
 June  

and to  
John Henderson 

 who celebrated his 80
th

 birthday  
on Monday 28

th
 June. 

 
 
 

Many congratulations to  
Sylvia BLAKEMAN  
who celebrated her  

90
th

 Birthday  
 on  

Saturday 3
rd

 July. 


