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Greetings from the vicarage, I hope you are all keeping healthy 

and safe. 

The latest information from the diocese is as follows - 

The Church of England has only published a rather modest 23 
guidance documents.  Each of these documents now needs to 
be cross-checked against the full suite of Government 
regulations and guidance and updated were necessary.  

Unfortunately, this exercise has highlighted some conflicting 
guidance in the Government’s documents.  Again, given the 
complexity of the situation, perhaps this is not surprising; 
however, it has delayed matters while further clarification is 
being sought from the relevant Government department. 

The Church of England is very aware of the need to complete 
this work as quickly as possible.  However, an even greater 
priority is to get it right – as mentioned at a communications 
briefing yesterday, “wrong guidance is worse that no guidance”. 

Thank you for your continued patience.  I’ll let you know as 
soon as I receive any updates. 

 

Today we are welcoming into church what was our 8.00am 
congregation and so I have chosen to use the Book of 
Common Prayer readings.  

The Epistle or first reading is from Saint Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians chapter 13 verses 23 to 32 and the second 
reading is taken from chapter 7 in Saint Luke’s gospel 
verses 11 to 17. 

As you know our churches come in all styles and shapes and 
our worship differs from place to place.  



The church is not confined to four walls. The church of Jesus 
Christ is people of every race and nation, who love Christ and 
are committed to serving Him. 

The church age began at Pentecost and was born in Jerusalem 
before being spread rapidly by the apostles and early believers. 

On three courageous journeys, Paul and his friends established 
Christian communities in many Gentile cities. 

One of the most prominent of these churches was at Ephesus. 

It was established in AD 35 on his journey home to Jerusalem, 
but he returned a year later - on his third missionary trip and 
stayed for three years. 

 

The ruins of the main street at Ephesus. 



 

Paul was sent to Rome as a prisoner and it was from here that 
he wrote many of his letters to the churches that he had 
established. 

As with many of his letters he greets the people, reminds them 
of how they should be conducting themselves and encourages 
them in their ministry. 

 

Our passage today is the beautiful words of St. Paul’s prayer 
for all the Christian family. 

That includes all believers past present and future. Paul is 
praying for each of us. 

He begins by asking the church not to worry about him and 
what he is going through in prison. 



When you think about it, he is only in prison because of his 
teaching and preaching of the Good News. But that’s ok with 
him; it’s worth it because if he hadn’t there would be no church. 

You will have heard the expression to ‘Take up your cross and 
follow Him’. 

Paul certainly took up his cross and followed Christ. 

We are also called from time to time to take up our cross and 
follow Him. It is not easy to be a Christian and sometimes it can 
be very painful as Paul found out. 

Paul reminds us that God’s love reaches every corner of our 
experience and reaches out into every corner of God’s earth. 

His love can reach to the heights of our celebrations and to the 
depth of our pain and disappointment. 

It is worth remembering that however low you feel you are 
never lost from God’s love. 

Paul closes his prayer by glorifying God for the gift of His Holy 
Spirit that is powerfully working inside each of us. 

Each of us can ask the Holy Spirit to fill every aspect of our 
lives, something that I do every morning when I wake up. 

 

Amphitheatre 
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Paul preached. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Library at Ephesus. 

 



 

Moving to our gospel reading, this is the story of Jesus raising 
the widow’s son from the dead. 

Jesus is travelling to Nain which is south west of the Sea of 
Galilee when He comes across a funeral procession. 

A dead body was being carried on a bier, a sort of wooden 
stretcher which would have been carried through the town 
where bystanders were expected to join the procession. 

The procession would move to the outskirts of the town where 
the body would have been buried. 

Jesus intervenes and finds out that the dead person is the only 

son of a widow. 

He knows that without a husband and a son the woman had no 
means to support herself, she would be left penniless and 
alone. 

Jesus shows His compassion and goes over and touches the 
body, something that was unheard of, as the dead were 
considered to be unclean. 

The boy sits up and begins to speak. His life has been given 
back to him by Jesus; he has a second chance of life. 



No wonder the crowd were astonished and frightened, a dead 
person coming back to life. 

But this is God and as we know all things are possible with and 
through Him. 

Jesus has the power to bring hope out of any tragedy and this 
story illustrates His continuing salvation. 

God initially showed His compassion on us all when He sent 
His only Son Jesus into the world to raise us into a new life with 
Him. 

Without Jesus we are dead, we are just living an earthly 
existence but when we turn and invite Jesus into our life we are 
alive and made new, just like the boy in the story. 

The story took place around 2000 years ago.  

In the Great Commission before Jesus returned to His heavenly 
Father, he told His disciples and so he tells us “I am with you 
until the end of the age.” 

We have nothing to worry about, He is with us and watching 
over us, take heart and trust in Him.        Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A prayer for Trust 

Lord, You are the God of peace and love  
in Whom I place my trust.  

Give me a peaceful heart that rests in You and a loving spirit 
that pours fourth Your love to others. 

 
Lord, You are the God of comfort and rest  

in Whom I put my hope.  
Give me a heart that abides in You so that Your comfort may 
stream through me to others who need comfort and strength. 

 
Lord, You are the God of hope and joy  

in Whom I stand secure.  
Give me a spirit of devotion that worships only You so that I 

may be a worthy witness that points to Jesus,  
for in Him is all peace and love  

and comfort and rest and hope and joy and love. 
I place my trust in You, Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 
 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 Think about the different styles, shapes of church that you 

may have worshipped in, how were they different from St. 

Mary’s? 

 What part of Paul’s prayer touches you most? 

 Paul went to prison; how far would you be prepared to go 

for the Gospel? 

 What has been the most challenging part of your Christian 

journey? 

 When have you felt Jesus’ compassion strongest in your 

life? 

 Do you believe that without Jesus we are dead, if so why? 
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SERVICE TODAY 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 
 

Sunday 4
th

 October 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Harvest Common Worship 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

This coming week 
 

 

Thursday 1
st

 October 
10.00am: Funeral for the late 

Dennis ROSE 
 

Friday 2
nd

 October 
11.00am: Funeral for the late 

Freda TODD at Banbury Crematorium 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


