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Greetings once again from the vicarage. 

I do hope that you are all keeping well and safe. 

There has been no further guidance from the church this week; 

I imagine they are waiting to see what happens on 2
nd

 

December when we are supposed to be coming out of 

lockdown. 

I’m rather anxious to see if the churches will be allowed to be 

opened. The Parish News is due out next Sunday, and we have 

included all of the services for December and January in the 

hope that we will be able to hold worship services in church. 

 

Today being the last Sunday in Ordinary Time and the last 

Sunday in the churches calendar we celebrate Christ the 

King. 

This is a relatively new festival in our church calendar but most 

important as we celebrate the full authority of Jesus Christ as 

King and Lord of the universe.  

Today’s bible readings are from St. Pauls first letter to the 

Ephesians chapter 1 verses 15 to the end and from Luke’s 

gospel chapter 19 verses 29 to 38. 

 

Paul writes a heartfelt but firm letter to the churches in Ephesus 

- partly because he had previously spent over three years with 

them and so had got to know them well and also because of his 

deep and committed faith to Jesus, which he wanted at all 

costs to pass on to others. 

Paul was a prisoner in Rome when he wrote to the Ephesians. 

 



 

 

 

Paul writing 

from prison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And our passage today is his Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom, 

something that we all should pray for. 

He prayed that the Ephesian Christians would come to know 

Jesus better. 

Christ is after all the head of the body, the church.  He is central 

to everything and He is the creator 

and sustainer of all creation.   

 

Paul had discovered that the more he 

got to know Christ the better he could 

become like Him. 

Something for us all to think about. 

One of my favourite passages that I tend to use at the 

beginning of a funeral service comes from another of Paul’s 

letters – his letter to the Romans chapter 9. 



He tells us that nothing can separate from God and His love – 

the passages mention nine things that 

can’t separate us and he closes by 

saying “nor anything else in all of 

creation” – so we can assume 

NOTHING can separate us from the 

creator of the universe.  

 

 

 

Last Monday I joined the Deanery Synod meeting via the 

computer, the first meeting we’ve had for a year. 

Majority of the time was spent looking at how we move forward 

and grow as a diocese, a deanery and as parishes. 

At first, I thought that it sounded rather the wrong time to be 

thinking about this especially as we are still living in such 

difficult times - But on the video message that Bishop 

Christopher sent, he reminded us of the devastation that 

Coventry received during the blitz and how the diocese took the 

positive step to move forward.  

 

Coventry 

Cathedral 

November 

14th, 1940. 

 

 

 



It must have taken great courage and complete trust in Christ 

the King to decide on such an extreme step in what must have 

been devastating times. 

But God is good, and He helped them to rebuild their shattered 

lives and their demolished cathedral to something even greater 

- all of which we have the benefit of today. 

 

Turning to our gospel reading you will be very familiar with this 

passage as it’s a Palm Sunday reading. 

The story of Jesus entering Jerusalem riding on a donkey. 

 

Jesus entering Jerusalem. 

By this time everyone had heard about Jesus, His miracles, His 

teaching and His crowd of followers. 

When they came near to the Holy City of Jerusalem great 

crowds had already heard of His coming and had come out 

onto the streets to see the King. 

Jerusalem was busy with lots of extra people because it was 

the Passover Festival; everyone was in good spirits and Jesus’ 

presence only served to heighten the atmosphere. 



 

 

 

 

Steps leading to the 

entrance of the walled 

city of Jerusalem that 

Jesus would have used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I imagine it must have come as a shock when they first saw 

Jesus, dressed in simple clothes and sitting on a donkey. 

Hardly what they expected, the Kings they were used to seeing 

wore fine expensive clothes with servants carrying them or 

riding on powerful chariots, what sort of King is this? 

But they were caught up in the party atmosphere whipped up 

by the crowds and so they waved their palm branches and 

cheered this new King. 

He is a King, the King that had been prophesied and who would 

ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

He is a King who comes in the name of the Lord, to whom the 

crowd will shout “Hosanna.” 

And yet it’s doubtful that the crowd recognised who Jesus was. 



It’s doubtful that they really understood that Jesus was the 

Messiah – the one who would save them. 

It’s easy to get caught up in the moment, to join in with the 

crowd and shout praises to Jesus. 

It’s easy to get caught up in church, in Christianity, in religion. 

But do we really know Jesus as King? 

Is He the King of our lives? 

Let us not be like those who only honour Jesus with their lips. 

Let us place Him in His rightful place, as King over all of our 

lives.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

A view today from Temple Mount to the Mount of Olives. 

 



 

The opposite 

view, from 

The Mount of 

Olives to 

Jerusalem.  

The gold 

dome is on 

Temple 

Mount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for 

 Christ the King 

 

 

Eternal Father, 

Whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that He might rule over all things as Lord and King: 

keep the church in the unity of the spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at His feet 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

One God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 



 

 

 

 

A prayer for next week 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

in these difficult days, we turn our hearts to you. 

In ages past, you have delivered our nation from disaster. 

Do it again, we pray. 

Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to our leaders, 

Give strength beyond human strength to the NHS  

and all our frontline workers. 

Give comfort beyond human comfort to the elderly  

and all who grieve. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

in these dark and difficult days, 

turn your face towards us, 

have mercy on us, 

and heal our land, we pray.  

 

Amen. 

 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 If you were in prison like Paul, who would you write 

to and about what?  

 What sort of Spiritual Wisdom would you like to 

receive? 

 If we are all part of the body of Christ, what part are 

you and why? 

 What sort of King were the people expecting and 

why? 

 Do you know Jesus as King? 

 How is He King of your life? 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Some parishioners have been enquiring about our friend 
 KEN LAWTON.  

He is resident in Clarendon Manor Care Home.  
Golf Lane. Whitnash. CV31 2PZ,  

and would love to receive a card or note from you.  
There is no visiting at the moment. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If you have Offertory Envelopes or Tower Boxes that you wish 

to have collected, please call 01926 312319.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
St. Mary’s  

Christmas Hamper 
Draw 

£1.00 per Ticket 
Tickets available 

from 

Costcutter or 
from Sue  

01926 312319 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

2021  
Cubbington Calendar’s 
Looking back in time 

 in aid of the 
 Cliff Cleaver 

Community Pavilion 
 

B&W £5.00 
Colour £7.00 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


