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Sunday Message 17 May 2020 

Hello again and I hope you are all well. 

You may be aware that on a Friday morning I deliver half of the Sunday 

Messages that are printed. 

My round is generally the older part of Cubbington. 

Last Friday instead of taking about an hour – I was out for almost two 

hours because it was VE Day and lots of people were out in their 

gardens and the street. 

It was lovely to see so many people chatting with their neighbours at a 

distance and having a glass or two! 

It was a joy to get the opportunity to engage with so many people and I 

even ran out of booklets because more people were interested in having 

one. 

 

This Sunday we have the choice of two readings because as well as 

being the Fifth Sunday after Easter it 

is also Rogation Sunday.   

Rogation Sunday is an ancient feast 

day and dates back in this country to 

the 7
th
 century. 

 

It’s a day when the church prays for God’s blessing on the fruits of the 

earth and those who work to produce our food. 

I think at this time that is especially relevant having just gone through a 

period when some of our food was in short supply. 

The word Rogation comes from the Latin meaning ‘to ask’. 

In past times people would fast for three days before Ascension Day 

whilst asking for God’s blessing on their crops so that they could have a 

good harvest. 

In more recent times on Rogation Sunday the congregation led by the 

minister and the churchwardens would go out and ‘beat the bounds.’  



This involved a procession all around the parish boundaries – praying for 

protection for the next year. 

A Popular reading which is often chosen for Rogation Sunday is from 

Marks Gospel, chapter 4: 26 – 32. 

It’s the parable of the Growing Seed and the Mustard Seed which are 

both worth reading and spending a moment to think about what Jesus 

was getting at. 

I have included an old picture 

of a parish setting off to ‘beat 

the bounds.’ 

 

There is also a Rogation 

Sunday prayer that you might 

like to pray over the next week. 

I think it includes everything 

that we might like to ask God 

for. 

A prayer for Rogation tide 
Remember, Lord, your mercy and loving kindness towards us. 

Bless this good earth and make it fruitful. 
Bless our labour and give us all the things needed for our daily lives. 

Bless the homes of our parish and all who live within them. 
Bless our common life and our care for our neighbour. 

Hear us good Lord. Amen 
 

The alternative reading for this Sunday is a continuation of last week’s 

passage from Johns Gospel. 

Its chapter 14 verses 15 – 21, The Promise of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus is preparing His disciples because He is about to ascend to 

heaven. 

This coming Thursday we celebrate Ascension Day and I have included 

a picture that I took on the top of the Mount of Olives in the village of 

Bethany. 



It shows what is 

left of the church 

that was built by 

the Crusaders to 

mark the place 

where Jesus 

ascended.  

 

 

Jesus tells His 

friends that He is 

going away but He 

is staying with 

them, that must 

have confused 

them! 

 

And that must confuse anyone who reads this passage. 

But this is Jesus and as we know all things are possible. 

So how does it work? 

 

 

Well, Jesus returns to His 

Father in heaven, but He gives 

us a gift of the Holy Spirit, the 

third part of the Trinity. 

Why would He do that, well I 

think whilst Jesus was God He 

was also a man and as a man 

there are limitations, like being 

in more than one place at a 

time. 



The beauty of the Holy Spirit is that God as the Holy Spirit can live with - 

and in all of us at the same time wherever we are. 

How good is that? 

For many years I heard about the Holy Spirit but didn’t really understand 

what the Spirit did. 

Now I could spend a lot of time talking about what I have since 

experienced – but I will only give you a very brief idea and tell you more 

another time, of course I’m sure your own experience will be different. 

From a young age I had a thought of being a vicar, but I dismissed it 

instantly because I knew I wasn’t clever enough. 

Over the years on odd occasions and usually through meeting someone 

or a through a conversation - something would set me thinking again – 

but again I would dismiss it as a coincidence. 

After so many years of what I thought were coincidences, I wondered if 

God was really trying to tell me something. 

Well as you know He was, and now as I look back I know that every 

coincidence was a prompt from the Holy Spirit. 

In addition, every step of my vocations process (which took me 5 years), 

I know that it was the Holy Spirit prompting, guiding, leading, and even 

giving me the words that I would never have thought of. 

So now each day now I pray for the Holy Spirit to fill me a fresh. 

Now I’m not suggesting for a minute that the Holy Spirit only leads you 

into ordained ministry that was just one of my examples. 

The Holy Spirit is that still small voice that you hear inside of you 

reminding you what is right and what is wrong.  

The Holy Spirit gives you that 

confidence to know that it will be alright 

and there is no need to worry.  

 

The Holy Spirit shows you the words 

that are important for you when you are 

reading your bible. 



The Holy Spirit brings you closer to God and helps you to expand your 

faith. 

The Holy Spirit is always with you and is responsible for so much more. 

So during this week why not pray and ask the Holy Spirit to fill you a 

fresh and enjoy being close to God. 

 

 

 

 
Reverend Graham 

 
 
 

 
 
 



A few questions to get you thinking 

 In the first passage from Mark what is the parable referring to? 

 In Marks second parable what does the mustard seed represent? 

 

 Jesus used many parables in His teaching do you have a favourite 

and why? 

 We know that Jesus lived on earth for about 30 odd years, why so 

short? 

 John says that the world cannot receive the Holy Spirit because it 

cannot see or know, why is this? 

 What are some of the other names given to the Holy Spirit? 

 What are your own experiences of the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


