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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope that you are all continuing to take care.  

It’s easy to think that it’s all over when you see things getting 

back to some form of normality, but I think we still have a long 

way to go. 

This is very evident when you come into church and see 

everyone wearing masks and spread out amongst the pews.   

It was good to see some more members of our congregation 

attending church last Sunday. I think after today we will have 

had about half of our church family in for a service. 

 

It’s been very quiet on the updates and guidance from the 

National Church this week, so nothing new to report. 

 

Tomorrow the church celebrates the Apostle Bartholomew and 

so I’m using the readings allocated for him today. 

I have already used the readings for this Sunday, the Eleventh 

Sunday after Trinity a few weeks ago when we were 

remembering the Apostles Peter and Paul. 

 

Our first passage is from the prophet Isaiah reading from 

chapter 43 verses 8 – 13. 

The previous chapter (42) ends with God’s sorrow over the 

people’s constant rebellion of their faith. 

But in this chapter God says that despite the people’s spiritual 

failure, He will still show them compassion and restore them 

because He loves them. 



Isaiah chapter 43 verses 8-13 

8 
Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, 

    who have ears but are deaf. 
9 
All the nations gather together 

    and the peoples assemble. 

Which of them foretold this 

    and proclaimed to us the former things? 

Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, 

    so that others may hear and say, “It is true.” 
10 

“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 

    “and my servant whom I have chosen, 

so that you may know and believe me 

    and understand that I am he. 

Before me no god was formed, 

    nor will there be one after me. 
11 

I, even I, am the LORD, 

    and apart from me there is no saviour. 
12 

I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— 

    I, and not some foreign god among you. 

You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God. 
13 

    Yes, and from ancient days I am he. 

No one can deliver out of my hand. 

    When I act, who can reverse it?” 

That’s not the sort of thing we tend to see very often today, 

people forgiving and offering to help and care for someone who 

has abused them in some way. 

Isaiah is watching the people and challenging them to look at 

their lives and compare how they are living, with all their idols 

and all the other rubbish that they are surrounding themselves 

with – 

 

People worshipping  

false idols. 



And compare it with a different life – one that involves throwing 

away everything that is sinful and selfish and turning to God 

and saying sorry. 

Isaiah was telling the people of the joy that you get from living 

close to God nearly 2900 years ago. 

It strikes me that humanity hasn’t really learnt much in all that 

time, we still see so many people living as if God didn’t exist –  

but we are the Isaiah’s of today – 

It is up to us to pass on the message that God really does exist 

and if you want to live the best possible life then you need to 

get to know Him. 

Starting a new life trusting and following God can begin today, 

all it takes is a desire to change – and the best possible person 

to help is a Christian. 

Isaiah was Gods servant of the day and when Jesus came to 

earth, he appointed others to help Him.  

 

One such person was Bartholomew; 

he was one of the twelve apostles. 

 

 

 

We know very little about St Bartholomew, he is mentioned only 

four times in the list of apostles in the New Testament. 

Each time his name appears it follows the apostle Philip, which 

would suggest that they were friends and they probably worked 

together after Jesus returned to heaven. 

 



The little we know of Bartholomew fits well with the chosen 

gospel reading which comes from Luke chapter 22 verses 24 

– 30. 

Luke 22: 24-30 

Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to 
be greatest.  

Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 
 and those who exercise authority over them  

call themselves Benefactors.  
But you are not to be like that.  

Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the 
one who rules like the one who serves.  

For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? 
 Is it not the one who is at the table? 

 But I am among you as one who serves.  
You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 

 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me,  
so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom 

 and sit on thrones, 
 judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

The account takes place shortly before Jesus is arrested. 

Some of the disciples had already forgotten what Jesus had 

been teaching them, they were more interested in themselves 

and who was the best! 

It’s easy for us to criticize the disciples for being so thoughtless 

and self-centred with what Jesus was about to face, - 

but whilst Jesus had told them what was ahead, they were not 

fully aware of the enormity of what was going to happen. 

 

As hard as we try to do what is right and follow the teachings of 

Jesus, we‘re also human like the disciples and we fall short 

from time to time. 



The important thing to recognise is that when we don’t get 

things right and then we say sorry we can start a fresh. 

 

 

Loving God above all things 

 

 

 

 

We can in fact wipe the slate clean because as Psalm 103 tells 

us – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God removes our sin ‘as far as the east is from the west.’ 

 

 

 



 

If you notice He didn’t say as far as the north is from the south 

because if we were travelling north and kept going we would 

eventually be travelling south. 

However, when we start travelling east we can continue 

travelling east forever, infinity separates the east from the west.  

I’ll let you think about that, the clue is, the North and South 

pole!!  

 

But far more important is that ‘infinity separates us from our 

sins.’ 

Returning to St. Bartholomew maybe knowing so little about 

him makes him a greater saint than some of the ones that we 

do know more about? 

 

In Jesus’ words the last will be first. 

 

 

We know that after Jesus’ returned to heaven His chosen 

apostles began a movement that became Christianity 

spreading the gospel message that we learn from today and 

with His help pass on to others.    

 



We began with the prophet Isaiah and I would like to close with 
some more of the words of reassurance that he received from 
God by way of a reassurance to us. 

 

“Do not be afraid for I have ransomed you. 

 I have called you by name you are mine.  

When you go through the deep waters and great trouble, 

 I will be with you… 

 For I am the Lord your God,  

the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.” 

 Isaiah 43: 1-3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Collect for Bartholomew the Apostle 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

who gave to your apostle Bartholomew grace, 

truly to believe and to preach your word: 

grant that your church 

may love that word which he believed 

and may faithfully preach and receive the same; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 Why are we still in the same situation as the people of 

Isaiah’s day? 

 What sort of idols do people today worship? 

 Isaiah was God’s witness; how do others see God through 

you? 

 What could you say to someone to encourage them to 

want to change? 

 After you have asked for forgiveness, is it finished with or 

do you feel the need to revisit it? 

 What do you understand about the quote ‘The first will be 

last and the last will be first’? 
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Altar Flowers – Pat and Peter GAGG 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SERVICE TODAY 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Common Worship Communion 
Sunday 30

th
 August 

Invitation only 
10.00am: Family Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This coming week 

Wednesday 26
th

 August 
10.00am: Book of Common Prayer Communion 

Saturday 29
th

 August 
12.30pm: Wedding 

Ian Andrew Hunt & Rosemary Lunt 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Many Congratulations to  
Pat and Peter Gagg who celebrated their 

Golden Wedding Anniversary on  
Saturday 22

nd
 August 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Saint Mary’s publish the  
Banns of Marriage  

between 
 

Ian Andrew Hunt & Rosemary Lunt 
Michael Declan Cleary & Michelle Louise Hope 

Adam Daniel Pearman & Robyn Sarah May Kennedy 
 

If anyone knows cause, or just impediment, why these persons should 
not be joined together in holy Matrimony,  

you are to declare it. 
These are for the THIRD time of asking. 



 
 
 
 

 
For any of your family, friends  

and neighbours 
who have access to the internet, 

you might like to suggest  
that they look at the church’s website  

where they will be able to see this 
message and other useful information. 

Also, anyone you know with  
Primary Age school children will find 

stories from ‘Open The Book’. 
 

Tell them to Google 
 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


