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Greetings once again from the vicarage. 

Can you believe how fast the days pass; today is the Second 

Sunday before Advent, which means we are approaching the 

season of Christmas.  

You will have no doubt noticed how the TV adverts have 

suddenly changed and now have a Christmas theme.   

 

It was lovely to see 

many of you at the 

Act of Remembrance 

last week, I 

appreciate that for 

some of you it was 

safer for you to stay 

at home and watch 

the recorded service 

from London. 

 
 

According to one 
person who 
attended, he 
counted 100 

people. Despite 
the number, 

everyone spaced 
themselves out 

with many 
standing on the 

footpaths and on 
the road of  
Church Hill. 

 



Last Wednesday was Armistice Day and we held another act of 

remembrance observing two minutes of silence. 

This year it was very poignant as many of us were stood 

outside the church waiting for the funeral of our dear friend 

Eleasha Bradley. Because of the restrictions in church many 

people paid their respects by standing in the churchyard and on 

the streets between Broadway and the church. 

Please remember to hold Debbie, Steven, Ryan and all of their 

family in your prayers. 

Armistice Day this year was extra special because it was the 

100 year anniversary of the un-veiling of the Cenotaph and the 

burying of the Unknown Warrior. 

The tomb of the Unknown Warrior is at the west end of the 

nave in Westminster Abbey. 

On the second anniversary of Armistice Day an unknown 

soldier was brought from France and buried in the Abbey. 

 

 

Tomb of the unknown Warrior 1920 



In the grave was placed soil from France and a black marble 

slab from Belgium was placed on top. 

On the slab a text from the 2 Chronicles 24: verse 16 is 

engraved, it reads 

 

 ‘They buried 

him among the 

Kings because 

he had done 

good things 

toward God 

and toward his 

house.’ 

 

Tomb today 

 

The idea to bury an unknown soldier in the Abbey came from 

the Reverend David Railton who was a chaplain serving on the 

Western Front. 

He thought it would be a Memorial to the dead of WW1 

especially those who have no grave. 

It is the most visited grave in the world. 

Last year I queued for a long time to visit the Abbey and my 

main reason for visiting was to see this memorial. 

 

Moving on to today’s bible readings and staying with the theme 

of Remembering, our gospel reading is from Luke chapter 17 

verses 11 – 19 and our second reading is from St. Paul’s letter 

to the Corinthians chapter 11 verses 23 - 28. 



St. Paul’s letter has the familiar words that I repeat at least 

twice on a Sunday when we are allowed into the church for 

worship. 

They are the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples at the 

Last Supper. 

 

 

The 

Last 

Supper 

 

 

 

 

He offers to the disciple some bread which He has no doubt 

said a prayer of thanks to His heavenly Father for, and He tells 

them and so tells us to “Do this in remembrance of me” 

This is why every church or benefice in the land should hold a 

service of Holy Communion each Sunday. 

 

As you are aware some churches are videoing their priest in 

the vicarage or in their church taking a service of Holy 

Communion, some preferred to continue this way of 

worshipping even when the churches were open. 

I personally am not very happy with this style of worship. I’m 

not very technical when it comes to modern technology but 

more important, I’m not happy about taking a service on my 

own or with a couple of people. 



The Lord’s Supper is a visible representation symbolizing the 

death of Christ for our sins. 

And it reminds us of Christ’s death and the glorious hope of His 

return. 

When we join in and receive Holy Communion it strengthens 

our faith through the fellowship with Christ and with our fellow 

believers. 

The Eucharist is something that is very special to me and I’ve 

always celebrated it with others. 

If I am remembering Jesus at His last Supper and following His 

words to “Do this in remembrance of me” I want to do just that. 

Jesus is having a meal with His closest friends. When you sit 

and eat a meal on your own it’s not quite the same as sitting 

eating with friends. 

 

Salvador Dali’s Last Supper which hangs in my study 

 



After my Dad died my Mum would always tell me that what she 

missed most about my Dad was not sitting opposite him at the 

table for a meal. She loved me to visit at mealtime so that I 

could sit in my Dads place while she ate. 

 

It’s difficult not being able to go into church to worship and to 

receive Holy Communion but we, like all churches, are 

following the guidance in order to keep people safe and help 

stop the spread of this awful virus. 

 

Holy Communion is best when we are all together sharing and 

doing what Jesus asked us to do. We will get back to this and, 

when we do, it will be an even bigger celebration. 

Whilst we wait for the church to open it is worth spending some 

time thinking about Jesus and what He did for us and what the 

Lord’s Supper means to us. 

In the early church the Lord’s Supper included a meal; 

unfortunately some abused this by being greedy whilst others 

went hungry. 

Paul heard about this and wrote as part of his letter a reminder 

of how they should behave. 

 

We all probably see The Lord’s Supper in a different way. 

Some when they hear the words “This is my body” believe that 

the bread and wine has turned into Jesus’ body and blood. 

Others believe that the bread and the wine remain unchanged, 

but Christ is there spiritually in the two elements. 

Some others believe that the bread and the wine symbolize 

Christ’s body and blood. 



I think we would all agree that being present at a service of 

Holy Communion whether we receive the bread and wine or 

receive a blessing it is an important part of our faith because 

we recognise that Christ is there with us and, however we 

understand it, we are strengthened spiritually. 

 

Turning to our gospel reading, this is a good example of not 

remembering. 

Jesus heals 10 lepers and only 1 remembers to come back and 

thank Him.  

 

 

Jesus healing 

the 10 lepers. 

 

 

 

 

It’s easy to think about God and call to Him when we are in 

trouble and need His help, but when things are good and we 

are happy – how often do we give Him the time. 

 

Both Archbishops and the Bishop of London have made a Call 

to Prayer for the Nation in these difficult times.  

They are asking us all to turn to prayer at 6pm each evening 

during lockdown. 

If you’ve heard the church bell ringing at 5 minutes to 6 – that is 

to remind you to pray along with all Christians in this country. 

So please remember to join in and pray. 



 

 

 

 

A Prayer for today 

Loving God, 

at this time of crisis 

when so many are suffering, 

we pray for our nation and our world. 

Give our leaders wisdom, 

our Health Service strength, 

our people hope. 

Lead us through these parched and difficult days 

to the fresh springs of joy and comfort 

that we find in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

A prayer for next week 

Loving Father God, 

be with us in our distress; 

be with our families, friends, and neighbours, 

our country and our world. 

Give health to the sick, 

hope to the fearful, 

and comfort to mourners. 

Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers, 

insight to our Government, 

and patience to us all. 

Overcome disease with the power of your new life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 What aspects of worship are you missing most and 
why? 

 

 How important is Holy Communion to you? 

 How do you see the bread and wine? 

 What do you feel, if anything, when you receive the 
bread? 

 

 What are your thoughts about the Call to Prayer? 

 How can we encourage others to take part?  
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Altar and Church Flowers – David SAUL 

In memory of Theresa SAUL 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

      

This coming Week 
 

Monday 16
th

 November 
2.00pm: Funeral for the late 

Dot BAILEY  
at Oakley Wood Crematorium 

 
Friday 20

th
 November 

12noon: Funeral for the late 
Raymond Alan SWINBOURNE 
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For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


