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Once again, season’s greetings from the vicarage, 

I do hope that you are all keeping well and safe. 

Today is The Third Sunday of Advent which means we are 

getting very close to Christmas. 

Most of our bible readings today continue to focus on John the 

Baptist who we looked at last week. 

The Old Testament reading is again from the prophet Isaiah, 

chapter 61 verses 1-4 and 8 to the end. 

And today’s gospel reading is from John chapter 1 verses 1-6 

and 19-28 but I am going to base my message on the whole 

chapter so as to give you something a little different. 

 

If you read the whole chapter, I’m sure you’ll be familiar with it. 

It’s usually read at our Carol service – although it isn’t just 

about Jesus’ birth – it’s about everything that He was and is 

and did. 

John being one of the 12 writes as a witness to Jesus’ life 

And he introduces it with the famous sentence “In the 

beginning was the Word” 

And that conjures up all sorts of thoughts and meanings – 

But more than that - it’s a story of God in the world – 

And especially when God becomes flesh alongside His creation 

“the word became flesh” 

 



I remember looking at this passage on my first visit to the Holy 

Land– 

And one thing that struck me in that place was the lack of 

‘words’ 

To begin with in general the Israeli’s don’t speak with the 

Palestinian’s – 

Well for most they can’t – there’s a 30 foot concrete wall that 

divides them. 

 

This stems back to conflict over the ownership of land. 

From what I understand it depends how far back in history you 

go – depends on who does in fact own the land. 

The Palestinian’s say it’s been in their families for as long as 

they can remember – 



Whilst the Jewish people say that according to the Old 

Testament God promised the land to them – so they have the 

right to take it 

 

To try and make our visit neutral/fair – we arranged to meet 

with people from both sides. 

We met with 2 Jewish families – the first moved from S. Africa – 

the second from Lillington – 

Both considered they had been born out of their homeland by 

an act of history – 

Both knew from an early age they would eventually move to live 

in Jerusalem – 

The only place that they could call home. 

Both families live in what’s called settlements – 

 

 

 

These are 

huge 

housing 

complexes 

built on high 

land 

overlooking 

Jerusalem. 

 

Neither family would be drawn into the debate of the land 

ownership.  



The Palestinians say that the land was taken from them – 

This is mainly because the wall was built dividing them from 

their land – and if you don’t tend your land - you lose the right 

to call it yours. 

Many Palestinians have found themselves isolated in their own 

small village/town. 

This is certainly true for those who live in Bethlehem. 

 

We visited an Olive Farm that has been in the same Palestinian 

family for 3 generations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time, the legal ownership is being contested at the 

equivalent of the Supreme Court. 

The government has also banned them from any building work 

– 



They even made them take down some tents in the summer – 

which were being used for young people attending the peace 

camp. 

These are held each year for all nationalities and faiths to show 

that people can work together. 

This farm is on the only hilltop land - still owned by a 

Palestinian in that area. 

So there’s very little words shared between the Palestinians 

and the Israeli’s - 

But then in Jerusalem there’s also a lack of words between 

Christians of the different denominations – 

 

We arrived at the end of the week of ‘Prayer for Christian Unity 

in Jerusalem. 

 



They held a service in a different church each night, which we 

were invited to by the Syrian Orthodox priests who we were 

living with. 

We went along with then to the Coptic Church – which we 

found full of TV cameras.  

 

Apparently, it’s so unusual to have the different denominations 

together they recorded it 

 

Now the Church of the Holy Sepulchre which was a few 

minutes’ walk from where we were staying –  

and is believed to stand on the place where Christ was 

crucified. 

It is a large Church with many Chapels incorporated into it. 

 



Most denominations have a chapel – or at least are allowed to 

use a chapel on a set day, at a set time. 

The chapel where we worshipped on the Sunday with the 

Syrians who we were staying with is the poorest and scruffiest 

chapel in the place – it still has signs of fire damage from many 

years ago. 

 

But they’re not allowed to maintain or improve it as this might 

influence ownership. 

Because the entire church is continually in debate as to 

ownership an agreement cannot be reached – 



No one group can be trusted to lock-up and un-lock the building  

So it falls to a neutral party – a Muslim man turns up at 7pm to 

lock up - And returns in the morning to un-lock, 

Some denominations even have their priests locked in the 

church over night to keep watch over their chapels. 

 

So you could say there’s not that many words exchanged 

between different groups of Christian’s. 

And there’s even fewer between Jews and Muslims –  

I found it hard when I’d pass someone in the street – 

and look to speak - only to find them looking the other way. 

 

Now it may sound that I’m not very encouraged by what I saw –  

But each group is so fiercely motivated to keeping their own 

tradition alive –  

that I believe all their time and effort goes into just that.  

I have to say that each group that we visited and spoke to were 

so welcoming and loving and generous to us.  

They loved talking with us and finding out about our country, 

our churches and people. 

But it was so sad to see these ancient denominations and faiths 

isolating themselves when they could be working together. 

There was an overwhelming fear that we picked up from many 

of the people – that their church was dying out – 

One large factor was the amount of young people emigrating 

because they’re simply fed up with the restricted life they have 

in the Holy Land. 



We visited 2 schools one in Ramallah and one in Bethlehem 

 

Both are Christian fee-paying schools – who never refuse entry 

to Christian children who are simply unable to pay. 

Both are building extra classes to take on more children- 

And both have excellent exam results. 

 

Having spoken about many different people that I have 

encountered,  

The exciting message in our Gospel reading is that we are all in 

it! 

You don’t have to be born into a certain family – or place in the 

world. 



God wants all people from everywhere to be born in a new way 

– 

Born into the family which He began through Jesus – and which 

has since spread throughout the world by people speaking to 

each other.  

 

I began by telling you of the lack of words that I found in the 

Holy Land,  

and I appreciate that many of you have gone through the last 

few months with very little or no words. 

Words are important and keeping in touch with people is an 

important part of our being. 

Let us pray that we are nearing the end of this dreadful 

pandemic and we can at last get back to meeting and greeting 

each other as we would like. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Collect for the 

 Third Sunday of Advent 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the  

wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 What comes into your mind when you hear the words 'in 
the beginning was the word'? 

 

 What are your thoughts on the ongoing conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians? 

 

 Who do you think is the rightful owner of the land? 
 

 Why do you think the different Christian churches don't 
meet up/work together? 

 

 What can we do to help them? 
 

 What are you doing to help those local to you who are 
lonely? 
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th
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Third Sunday of Advent  
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SERVICE TODAY 
 

 

Invitation only 
10.00am: All Age Service 

 
 
 

Wednesday 16
th

 December 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday 20
th

 December 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
News from Jo King concerning Alastair 
Alastair is doing alright at present but his treatment reduces his immunity 
so we are avoiding places with groups of people. 
I am avoiding too much contact because of Alastair's and my Mother's 
situations but I am busy in my role as Warden of Readers using Zoom 
and other Online facilities. 
Alastair and I have valued your prayers and friendship over the last year 
and if the risk reduces I certainly hope to be back amongst you all soon. 
 

God bless, Jo 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
If you have Offertory Envelopes or Tower Boxes that you wish 

to have collected, please call 01926 312319.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Tree – Memory Stars & Hearts  
Purchase Memory Stars & Hearts to be displayed  

on the Village Christmas Tree 
Suggested donation is £2.00 

 

in aid of the Cliff Cleaver Community Pavilion 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


