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Dear Friends 
 
We are now living in very uncertain times with things changing on a 
daily and sometimes hourly basis. The sad news is that we have had to 
stop all services in church except for funerals and weddings. I have 
included the letter from the two Archbishops which go into greater detail 
about this. 
 

What I would like to do is to reassure you that although we are not 
meeting on a Sunday for worship, we can still continue to do most of 
what we do in church in our own homes. Remembering that God is a 
faithful God who loves us and is with us at all times wherever we are. 
 

To help you with this I will be writing a weekly Leaflet which will be 
either emailed to you or put through your letterbox depending on 
whether or not you have a computer. Please contact either myself or 
churchwarden Sue if you have an email address that we don’t know 
about and the details of a friend or neighbour who would like to receive 
a copy each week. This is not intended just for church folk! 
 

You will find in this leaflet the latest up-dates which I have received 
from the Church of England, some worship resources to help you focus 
on the particular Sunday, prayers especially for the  world in combating 
this deadly virus and details of who to contact if you need help of any 
kind. 
 

In addition, I will be working my way through the electoral roll by 
phoning you for a chat and to make sure that you are alright and have 
everything that you need to stay safe and healthy. I think it is safer to 
do this rather than risk visiting you and passing on any germs that 
either of us may have. 
 

In addition, I would like to start a phone chain whereby a person 
phones you to see if you are ok and then you phone two other people 
to check on them. Hopefully people should not feel so isolated and as 
they say ‘It’s good to talk’. 
 

You will find on the back cover my phone number and churchwarden 
Sue’s phone number so please don’t feel that you have to wait for 
someone to phone you, if you need something give one of us a ring. 
 
Yours faithfully in Christ 
 

Revd. Graham    



The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are calling for 
Church of England churches to put public worship on 
hold and become a “different sort of church” in the 
coming months to face the challenge of coronavirus. 
 

In a joint letter, Archbishops Justin Welby and John Sentamu said it 
was now necessary to put public services on hold until further notice. 

But they said that far from having to “shut up shop”, the Church of 
England must face the challenge by becoming a radically different kind 
of church rooted in prayer and serving others. 

It comes after the Government announced unprecedented peacetime 
measures to try to control the spread of the virus, with restrictions on 
public gatherings, transport and working. 

The Archbishops expressed the desire that church buildings may, 
where practical, remain open as places of prayer for the community, 
observing social distancing recommendations. 

They also invited clergy to maintain the ancient pattern of daily prayer 
and, where possible, the Eucharist – live streaming their worship if 
they have the resources to do so. 

And they urged congregations to be in the forefront of providing 
practical care and support for the most poor and the most vulnerable 
during the crisis. 

“Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in 
the days ahead,” they wrote. 

“Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at church on 
Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service we offer 
each day. 

“We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are used 
to, but we can certainly pray for people. And we can certainly offer 
practical care and support.  

“Please do carry on supporting the local foodbank and buy extra 
provisions for it.  Ensure the night shelters wherever possible are kept 
open.  There are many very encouraging schemes happening right 
across our country in communities to focus on caring for the most 
vulnerable and do continue to play your part in those. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/20007


 

 

 

“Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus Christ will be made 
known, and the hope of the gospel – a hope that can counter fear and 
isolation - will spread across our land.” 

They added: “This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are 
we truly are a church for all, or just the church for ourselves. 

“We urge you sisters and brothers to become a different sort of church 
in these coming months: hopeful and rooted in the offering of prayer 
and praise and overflowing in service to the world.” 

The archbishops have joined other church leaders in calling for a day 
of prayer and action this Sunday (Mothering Sunday) particularly 
remembering those who are sick or anxious and all involved in health 
and emergency services.  

Further information on what the suspension of public worship will mean 
will be available as soon as possible on the Church of England 
website. This page will be regularly updated.  

The Church will be providing a range of resources to enable people to 
continue to walk with God at this difficult time. This 
includes #LiveLent daily reflections, prayer for the day audio and 
text and Alexa and Google Home smart speaker apps. 

In the days and weeks ahead, the Church will be significantly 
expanding this output with audio of a simple daytime prayer and night 
prayer service, more video content and some live-streaming, new 
mental health reflections to support people, and webinars to help 
churches stream sermons, events and make the most of social 
media.The aim will be to make as much as possible available in simple 
downloadable and printable formats for those who can’t easily access 
the technology 

 
 

 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/living-out-our-faith/lent-holy-week-and-easter/livelent-care-gods-creation
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps


 
A National Call to Prayer 

 
Sunday 22 March 2020 

 
Join with Christians from the Churches Together in 
England in praying for an end to the Coronavirus 

Pandemic 
 
 

Light a Candle of Hope at 7pm 
Place it in your window of your home as a visible symbol 
of the Light of Life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in 

prayer 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Mothering Sunday 

Most Sundays in the year churchgoers in England worship at 
their nearest parish or 'daughter church'. Centuries ago it was 
considered important for people to return to their home or 
'mother' church once a year. So each year in the middle of 
Lent, everyone would visit their 'mother' church - the main 
church or cathedral of the area. 
Inevitably the return to the 'mother' church became an occasion 
for family reunions when children who were working away 
returned home. (It was quite common in those days for children 
to leave home for work once they were ten years old.) 
Most historians think that it was the return to the 'Mother' 
church which led to the tradition of children, (particularly those 
working as domestic servants, or as apprentices), being given 
the day off to visit their mother and family. 
As they walked along the country lanes, children would pick 
wild flowers or violets to take to church or give to their mother 
as a small gift. 
 
 
Bible Passage: Jesus the boy: Luke 2: 41-52 
 
 
 
Prayers:  
 
Collect for Mothering Sunday 
 
God of love,  
passionate and strong,  
tender and careful:  
watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 



 
 

A Song of Anselm  
 
1 Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you; you are 
gentle with us as a mother with her children.  
2 Often you weep over our sins and our pride, tenderly you 
draw us from hatred and judgement.  
3 You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds, in 
sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us.  
4 Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life; by your anguish 
and labour we come forth in joy.  
5 Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; through 
your gentleness we find comfort in fear.  
6 Your warmth gives life to the dead; your touch makes sinners 
righteous.  
7 Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; in your love and 
tenderness remake us 
8 In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness, for the 
beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
 
Anselm of Canterbury 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Mothers 
 
Loving God, 
thank you for mums and children and for all the joy of family 
life.  
Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother. 
Be close to those who are struggling because they have no 
children. 
Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from 
those they love. Let your love be present in every home and 
help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the 
needs of all who come.  
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Church Cubbington 
Coronavirus 

 

 
If anyone is in need of anything and are unable to go out, 
please do not hesitate to contact either one of us on the 
numbers below and we will do all we can to help. 
With every Blessing to you all. 
 
 
 

Sue Simmons     Revd. Graham 
Churchwarden     Vicar 
01926 312319     01926 330596 
 

 

 

 

 

 


