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‘Acceptance’ 
 

Dear Friends 
 

I hope this week finds you all well and looking forward to the beauty and 
creation that Spring promises us. 
 

The last few weeks, my letters have talked around themes of: Hope; 
waiting; injustice; impatience etc. All very human emotions that often 
evoke lively in-depth debate and discussion with friends or work 
colleagues. 
 

This week’s letter is devoid of those emotions and moves into a time of 
‘acceptance’. As the Government continues to negotiate a safe way to 
help the country return to some form of normality whilst still dealing with 
the pandemic, it struck me that however much we want or yearn for 
something, there comes a point when we have to step back and ‘Give it 
to God’. 
 

Whether one has a faith or not, undoubtedly all of us I’m sure at some 
point in our lives have hoped that situations either at home or work could 
have ended differently, whether it be a simple family squabble, or an 
important issue in the workplace that you’d hoped might have had a 
more positive outcome, but which was out of your control. 
 

‘Control’ 
You may have heard of somebody known to you being described as a 
‘Control Freak’. A term that I find clumsy and unfair. People can be 
referred to as ‘Control Freaks’ simply when all they are trying to do is get 
things done. However, as we all know, there are often obstacles in life 
that stop us in our endeavours to finish the job in hand and when again 
we must: ‘Give it to God’. 
 

I do believe however, that if we’re not careful and if we take on too 
much, we can leave ourselves vulnerable. It is important that whilst 
taking care of our loved ones and our community that we are kind to 
ourselves too and as the Disney song reminds us that eventually, we 
have to: ‘Let it go’. 
 

I am often reminded that no matter how hard we try to influence 
outcomes of life’s daily events, that in the end, everything will be 
completed in God’s time. 
 

I personally will take this message into this 1st week of Lent and pray 
that it is maintained throughout the coming weeks, when as Christians 
we will be rewarded with the most glorious promise of the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ - Our Lord and Saviour. I pray that you can too. 
 

Yours in Christ’s love 
Sam x 
Proverbs 16:9 “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord 
establishes their steps.” 



Sunday 21
st

 February  
 

Prayers for Revd. Graham 
 

Blessed are you, sovereign God, gentle and merciful, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Your Word brought light out of darkness, 

and daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth. 

When we turned away from you in sin, 

your anointed Son took our nature and entered our suffering 

to bring your healing to those in weakness and distress. 

He broke the power of evil and set us free from sin and death 

that we might become partakers of his glory. 

His apostles anointed the sick in your name, 

bringing wholeness and joy to a broken world. 

By your grace renewed each day 

your gift of healing to Revd. Graham. 

By the power of your Spirit may  

your blessing rest on him; 

may he be made whole in body, mind and spirit. 

Hear the prayer we offer for Revd. Graham. 

In the fullness of time complete your gracious work. 

Through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

we lift our voices of thanks and praise: 
Amen. 

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified 
because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will 
never leave you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31: 6 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40: 31 

I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 
Philippians 4: 13. 



 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore 
you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 1 Peter 5: 10 

To him be the power for ever and ever Amen. 

 

I do hope that you are all keeping well and safe. 

St. Mary’s is open each day from 10am until 2pm for Individual 

Private Individual Prayer as usual. 

Sue - Churchwarden 

 

 

First Sunday of Lent and our readings are 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

 

 
18 

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

body but made alive by the Spirit, 

19 
through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in 

prison.  

 



20 
who disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the 

days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few 

people, eight in all, were saved through water,  

21 
and this water symbolises baptism that now saves you also—

not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good 

conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ,  

22 
who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 

angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 

and the Gospel reading is  

Mark 1: 9-15 
 

 

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 

9 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10

 As Jesus was coming up out 
of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 

11 
And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

12 
At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 

13 
and he was 

in the desert for forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was 
with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 

 



The Calling of the First Disciples 

14 
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into 

Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 
15 

“The time has 
come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 

Amen. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TAKE A LOOK 

From Monday, pay a visit to the churchyard and 

Take a Look at The Stations of the Cross. You 

will find 4 crosses tracing the last days of Jesus' 

life as he makes the journey to Calvary. 

Station 1- Starting at the War Memorial 

Station 2- Under the Yew trees 

Station 3- The wall by the funeral gates 

Station 4- Outside the Parish Room 

Our fifth and final Station of the Cross will be in the Church 

Porch on Easter Sunday – The Resurrection of Jesus. 

 



 

LENT 1 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in  

obedience to your Spirit; 

and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen. 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this message 

and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find stories 
from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


