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Greetings once again from the vicarage and A Very Happy New 

Year to you. 

I must admit I didn’t think I would still be writing/recording a 

Sunday Message as we begin the New Year. 

I hope that you are all keeping well and have managed to see 

your family and friends over the holiday period even if it was via 

a computer screen.   

Unfortunately, it looks as if we are moving into a higher tier 

which means we will be seeing even less of each other for the 

time being. 

 

On a happier note, today we celebrate the Epiphany – 

 

This is Jesus’ first encounter with the Gentiles who were the 

Magi or as we refer to them as the Three Kings. 

The readings this week are Isaiah chapter 60, verses 1 to 6, 

and Matthew chapter 2 verses 1 to 12. 

 



One of the favourite images of Christmas is the wise men 

travelling by camel through a star lit 

night.   

One star dominates the sky 
overlooking Bethlehem.  

The wise men look down from the star in the sky to the building 
lying below its light.  

This is where they will find the new born King of the Jews that 
they had read about in the Scriptures. 

This picture of the wise men is a popular one on Christmas 
Cards, and in our nativity scenes and Christmas plays, - 

we place the wise men around the manger with the shepherds 
who have also come to the stable to see the baby boy. 

 

Manger Square - Bethlehem today. 

I’m sure most of you are aware that these wise men don't really 
belong in the manger scene.  

There are a number of indications that suggest that they arrived 
quite some time after Jesus’ birth in a stable.  



Jesus is no longer referred to as a baby and the wise men 
found the family in a house.  

Some have suggested that Jesus may have been 1-2 years old 
because Herod ordered the slaughter of all boys under 2.  

 

This is not a problem – 

All we're doing is narrowing the actual time-span of events and 
incorporating the wise men into the nativity scene. 

 

The arrival of the wise men has been traditionally part of 
Epiphany which is celebrated on 6

th
 January, the 12

th
 day of 

Christmas.  

There are a lot of things that we don’t know exactly about these 
wise men – 
how many there were, 
what their names were, 
where they came from exactly, 
and how far they travelled following the star. 
 

We do know they studied the stars and were familiar with the 
Hebrew Scriptures but Matthew doesn’t give us too many other 
details. 

 

One of the facts that Matthew does give us is that the wise men 
came with special gifts for the new born King.  

They brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

A woman commenting on these gifts suggested that these men 
weren’t all that wise after all.  



If the eastern visitors had been wise women - the baby Jesus 
would have received sensible gifts – 
baby food, nappies and clothes to 
replace the swaddling cloths, baby 
toys and even a proper baby’s crib – 
not a useless lump of gold and two 
bottles of perfume. 

 

 

Some have suggested that these gifts are symbols of who this 
baby was. 

Gold is a gift for a King. It represents power and wealth. 

 
Frankincense because this baby is God come to earth. 

 
Myrrh was used in embalming the dead.  

It indicated this child’s humanity whilst looking ahead to his 
suffering and death as the Saviour of the world. 
 

 



To us these might seem rather useless gifts but what do you 
give this child who is the all-powerful God – 

who controls the stars to such an extent that a particularly 
bright star travels and stops over the place where Jesus is? 
 

And we are at a loss to know what we can offer to God.  

 

 

God's gift to us is just too great, too 
wondrous for us to find a gift that is worthy. 
What can we give? 

All we can do, - like those men from the 
east, is offer our ever so humble presents. 

Maybe that's always the way it is with our 
gifts to God.  

 

God’s gift to us. 

 

 

All the gifts that we offer in worship -  
the words we pray every day, 
the church building we take care of 
the money we put on the plate 

- just small gifts in comparison to God’s goodness and love 
towards us.  

All we can do is to offer to God the very best of what we have 
at the time. 

The best gift that we can offer the Christ-child is the gift of 
ourselves.  



In actual fact, the gold, frankincense and myrrh of the wise men 
are quite trivial for the God of all creation.  

After all, he is the creator and owner of all these gifts.  

But as useless as these gifts are for God, they are a sign of the 
way the wise men gave of themselves.  

What we give to our Lord may seem so trivial and modest and 
poor, - 

but if they are typical of the giving of ourselves to God, this is 
our most important gift.  

Even then this is still so small in comparison to what God has 
given us; nevertheless this is the best we can give. 

The wise men went home by another road, we too can walk a 
different road this year, - 

a road where we can make the King of Kings the living, active 
centre of everything we are and do.  

The challenge in front of each of us is to make each breathing 
moment a gift worth giving to the King. 

God gave himself to us because he loves us.  

May his love be reflected in our lives as we worship him with all 
that we have.  

That’s our gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Amen. 

 

PS. Thank you for your prayers and words of 
encouragement. I had my final scan last week and I have 
an appointment with the consultant on 7

th
 January. 

Hopefully, I will know more of what he is intending to do 
and more importantly when he can do it.    

 



Inside the Church of the Nativity 

 

 

 



 

 

The Collect for The Epiphany 

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star 

to worship the Christ-Child: 

guide and sustain us, 

that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

Something to consider. 

A couple of days ago we celebrated the beginning of a new 
year.  

 

As the old year ends and a 
New Year begins many people 
look at their life and make a 
New Year’s Resolutions.  

 

Maybe this would be a good time to take another look at our 
response to the God who was born in a stable for us. 

I’m not just talking about money that we give on the offertory 
plate, though that’s a part of it.  

I'm asking, how well have we given ourselves to God in 
response to his wonderful gift to us? 

How regularly have we spent time with God in worship, in 
prayer, in reading his Word? 

How regularly have we given ourselves and our time to 
someone who needs love and compassion? 

How well have we used our gifts to do our work? 

How readily have we given God, not second best, not what’s 
simply ‘good enough’, but the best of what we have to offer? 
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SERVICE TODAY 

 
 

Invitation only 
10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 
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Invitation only 
10.00am: All Age Service 
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For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this message 

and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find stories 
from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


