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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope that you are all keeping well and safe. 

Safety is something that many of us take for granted, until that 
is for whatever reason something happens, and we don’t feel 
safe any longer. 

The issue of safety is paramount to the Church. It has become 
a much greater focus recently since cases of abuse, neglect 
and the way in which complaints have been miss handled have 
come to light. 

This last week the Independent Inquiry into child sexual abuse 
has published its report into the Anglican Church. 

The document consists of 154 pages concluding with a series 
of recommendations to help the church become an even safer 
place. 

 

The word ‘safeguarding’ does not appear in the bible, however, 
throughout its pages we’re given hundreds of examples of 
God’s heart for the vulnerable people and the expectations He 
has for the individuals, communities and societies that fall 
within this category.  

There are many verses, passages and themes that leave us in 
no doubt as to God’s thoughts and feelings on the subject.  

Both of today’s bible passages echo this. 

The first reading is from the prophet Isaiah chapter 49 verses 
8 – 16 and the gospel reading is from Matthew chapter 18 
verses 1-7. 



Isaiah 49:8-16 

Restoration of Israel 

8 This is what the LORD says: 
“In the time of my favour I will answer you, 

    and in the day of salvation I will help you; 
I will keep you and will make you 

    to be a covenant for the people, 
to restore the land 

    and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 
9 to say to the captives, ‘Come out,’ 

    and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ 
“They will feed beside the roads 

    and find pasture on every barren hill. 
10 They will neither hunger nor thirst, 

    nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon them. 
He who has compassion on them will guide them 

    and lead them beside springs of water. 
11 I will turn all my mountains into roads, 

    and my highways will be raised up. 
12 See, they will come from afar— 

    some from the north, some from the west, 
    some from the region of Aswan.” 

13 Shout for joy, O heavens; 
    rejoice, O earth; 

    burst into song, O mountains! 
For the LORD comforts his people 

    and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 
14 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, 

    the Lord has forgotten me.” 
15 “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 

    and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 
Though she may forget, 
    I will not forget you! 

16 See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 
    your walls are ever before me. 

 

God gives each of us rights which we are entitled to, including 
those who are vulnerable. 

Those rights include security and the protection from harm, and 
that where power and authority is abused, we are all called to 
speak out and to make sure a voice is given to those who are 
silenced. 

God’s love is a primary theme throughout the bible, and this is 
where the theology of safeguarding begins. 



Some of the most direct and challenging references to the safe 
keeping of children appear in our gospel passage where Jesus 
is talking to the disciples about the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

 

 

Here we read how Jesus warns of the dangers of “causing one 
of the little ones who believes in me to sin.” 

By using the term ‘Little ones’ Jesus may not just mean 
children, but all who are 
vulnerable, and it is 
significant that here Jesus 
uses harsh language when 
talking about the 
consequences on those 
that seek to do them harm.  

There is no excuse for this 
sort of behaviour in Jesus’ 
eyes! 

Jesus also taught that what we do when no nobody is looking - 
is as important to God as what we do when people are looking. 

We are all called to care and be merciful in all our dealings, but 
especially with those that need extra care or protection. 

As Christians we are motivated by more than just a moral or 
social conscience, but by a desire to demonstrate God’s heart 
and care for people who are vulnerable and oppressed. 



Rather than being an add-on to the gospel, protecting 
vulnerable people, is central to it. 

 

Matthew chapter 18 verses 1-7. 

The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 

18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

2 
He called a little child and had him stand among them.  

3 
And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become 
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  

4 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. 

 
5 

And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my 
 name welcomes me. 

6 
“But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung 
around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

 
7 
Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! 

Such things must come, but woe to the man  
through whom they come! 

 
 

 



However, what we also see in the bible and what we know from 
our own experience - is that safeguarding is not always 
popular. 

Jesus’ heart is always to care and speak up for those on the 
edge of society, but the wellbeing of others, especially those in 
defenceless positions in the population, such as children is not 
always an easy task. 

But it is a task that bears much fruit. 

 

The Church of England, the Diocese and all Parish Churches 
are committed to caring for people in the very best possible 
way. 

So much so that every parish must have a safeguarding lead. 

Here at St. Mary’s we have Mike Young who puts a great 
amount of time and effort into making sure that we as a church 
family are acting in the best possible way to care for everyone 
that we come into contact with - whilst following all of the 
guidance from the diocese. 



But it is up to every one of us to play our part not just because 
we are told to, but because we know that Jesus wants us to. 

He wants us all to follow Him and His teachings and so loving 
and caring and watching out for anyone who might need a little 
help should be our natural way of living. 

As a Christian the very best we can do is to try and be like 
Christ alongside Christ. 

In his later life Brother Lawrence joined a religious order of 
Carmelite Monks. He became a 
cook or as he liked to call himself 
‘a servant of the servants of 
God.” 

Although he disliked kitchen 
work, he spent thirty years in 
amongst the pots and pans 
because he decided “that he 
would do everything for the love 
of God.” 

He realised that when we trust 
God, we give Him honour and we 
receive His grace. 

He barely thought about what he 
was doing, only that what he was doing was for the love of 
God, thanking Him for His help in the many acts of love, and 
everything was done as simply as possible so that he might 
remain in God’s loving presence. 

When he abandoned himself completely to God, he found a 
path to heaven, and always had enough light to see the way in 
which he should act. 

Brother Lawrence concluded that we need neither skill nor 
science for going to God, but only a heart determined to devote 
itself to nothing except God and loving Him. 



 

To love God means to follow Him and to care for all His 
creation. 

Amen. 

Some of the material is used by permission copyright © 2019 by Thirtyone:eight. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Prayer for  

Keeping People Safe 

 

 

Loving Father God, 

We come to you in the knowledge that you hold all your 
children in unconditional love. 

We lift to you those who are vulnerable and in need of 
protection. 

Give them your safety, comfort and peace. 

We cry to you for those who are hurting and whose trust has 
been broken. 

Give them your healing, restoration and justice. 

We bring to you those who seek to forgive others who have 
hurt them. 

Give them your strength, courage and hope. 

For those who have caused your children to stumble, 
lead them to seek your forgiveness and to enter into true 

repentance. 

Thank you for all who give their time, knowledge, and skills to 
make our communities safer. 

Give them your wisdom, guidance and grace. 

For ourselves, we ask you to give us your heart for the 
vulnerable, the oppressed, the voiceless and the 

forgotten. Help us to see them as you see them; to value them 
as you value them, and to nurture and  

protect them as you desire. 
Help each one of us play our part in creating  

safer places for all your people. 
In your name we pray, 

Amen. 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 What makes you feel un-safe? 

 How do you overcome such feelings? 

 What does ‘safeguarding’ means to you? 

 In what way does the bible speak about safeguarding?  

 What part do you play in ‘safeguarding? 

 Have you ever tried doing what Brother Lawrence did, 

thinking that when you were doing a task it was only for 

God?  

 If you have, how did it feel? 

 What’s stopping you from making every job a task for 

God? 
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Altar Flowers – Meryl NUNN 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SERVICE TODAY 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 
 

 

Sunday 18
th

 October 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Common Worship 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This coming week 

 

Wednesday 14
th

 October 
 

3.00pm: Service of Thanksgiving for the 
 late Pat SEMPLE 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
At the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and 
 Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on  

Monday 5
th

 October 2020 
 

The following were elected as  
 

Churchwarden:  
Sue SIMMONS 

 
Lay Member of the Parochial Church Council:  

Snowdon WHITELOCK 
 

Lay Member of the Deanery Synod:  
Tricia WEST 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


