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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

As you know we held our first service in church last Sunday. It 

was lovely to be back in the building after being away for so 

many weeks. 

We had 30 members of our congregation spread around the 

church with only members of the same household sitting 

together. 

The service was a little quieter than usual with no hymn singing 

but we listened to the organ before and after the service as well 

as while we received Holy Communion. 

This Sunday it is the turn of the original 8.00am Book of 

Common Prayer congregation to come to church for a service. 

 

There was not so many updates this week, most of the 

documents of which there are 23 have had slight alterations 

which means there is a new updated version which I print, read 

and keep for reference. 

 

My folder now has 98 pages! 

The main topic which directly affects us is the confirmation that 

face coverings always have to be warn in church at all times 

There was a new version of the NHS Test and Trace data. It 

was offering guidance on how to collect and record the data. 

But because we are inviting each of you to a service, we know 

who is present and as we are all a part of the same church 

family we already have your contact details should they ever be 

needed. 



Today is the tenth Sunday after Trinity which means we are 

about halfway through the period of Ordinary Time. 

Our first passage continues in the book of Genesis. Chapter 

45 verses 1 to 15. 

We have moved on a few years from last week and we find 

Joseph revealing his true identity to his brothers. 

Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold as a slave to Potiphar the 

palace guard who eventually made him a business manager. 

Joseph was put into prison because Potiphar’s wife accused 

him of rape, but he flourished in prison and showed his ability to 

interpret dreams.  

 

 

 

Joseph interprets the dreams in 

prison 

 

 

 

 

 

The most important dream was the seven years of draught 

which allowed them to stockpile the grain so it could be 

rationed.  

Having saved Egypt from starvation Pharaoh made Joseph 

second in command of the whole country and gave him a wife, 

a daughter of a priest. 



Joseph’s brothers were sent to buy grain and they came in front 

of him without recognising him. 

He gave them the run around accusing them of being spies, 

putting them in prison along with a few other rather cruel and 

unhelpful actions. 

We join the story from today’s passage where Joseph can’t 

keep up the pretence any longer and finally - makes himself 

known to his brothers.  

 

 

 

 

Joseph 

meets his 

brothers. 

 

 

 

The emotion is far too much and Joseph weeps, after all this 

time he is finally back with his brothers. 

Although Joseph’s brothers wanted to get rid of him, God used 

their evil actions to fulfil his ultimate plan. 

He used Joseph to save Egypt and to prepare for the beginning 

of the nation of Israel. 

Joseph said to his brothers “God turned into good what you 

meant for evil, And he brought me to this position so that I 

could save the lives of many people. 

 



Having spoken again to his brothers he is reduced to tears yet 

again. 

 

 

The emotional reunion. 

 

 

 

 

In our next passage we read how Jesus is also reduced to 

tears. 

 

The gospel reading today is taken from The Book of Common 

Prayer’s lectionary and is from Luke chapter 19 verses 41 to 

47.  

Jesus was travelling towards Jerusalem when he walked down 

the western slope of the Mount of Olives. 

After half way down he stopped and looked over towards the 

city. The great temple made of white marble, gold facing, 

bronze doors and colonnaded porticos would have dominated 

His view. 

Jesus knowing that this magnificent Temple would be 

destroyed, - 

Also knowing how the Jewish leaders had rejected their King, - 

and knowing what he and His followers faced in the coming 

days was moved to tears. 

 



Today on the site where Jesus wept is a beautiful modern 

church known as Dominus Flevit. 

Dominus Flevit is Latin for the ‘Lord Wept’. 

It is built in stone in the shape of a tear drop with tear phials on 

each corner of its dome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is one of my favourite churches in that area and what I found 

really moving is the panoramic view out of the window above 

the altar. 

It allowed me to imagine what Christ looked at all those years 

ago. 

Being one of my favourites I took a lot of photo’s on both times 

that I visited.  



I have included a few for you to see,  

 

 

 

 

In the picture of 

the inside the 

church you will 

notice the golden 

dome, this is the 

Dome of the Rock 

which would have 

been where the 

Temple stood in 

Jesus day. 

 

 

It’s hard to imagine Jesus 

being reduced to tears, but 

we have to remember that 

whilst He was fully divine, 

He was also fully human. 

It’s also reassuring for us 

to remember that whatever 

we are currently going 

through or whatever 

concerns us, Jesus has 

also experienced it and is 

there for us. 



At the end of today’s gospel passage is the story of Jesus 

clearing the Temple again. 

He was removing the people who were using the Temple for 

their own purposes and their own gains including the High 

Priests. 

Many of these people wanted to get rid of Jesus because He 

was ruining their businesses and teaching against injustice. 

Much of His preaching also favoured the poor over the rich. 

 

When we reflect on Jesus’ words and His acts of judgment, we 

must also remember His tears. 

Jesus’ tears are at the heart of the Christian gospel. 

As we remember with awe,- 

how Luke tells us that Jesus was representing the long-awaited 

God,  

those tears are not just the human reaction to a very sad 

situation. 

They are the tears of the God of love.  

 

Luke Chapter 19: verses 41 -47 

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 
41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side 44 and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” 
 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
45 

And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, 
46 

and 
them that bought, saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: 
but ye have made it a den of thieves.” 
47 And he taught daily in the temple.  



 

 

 

 

The Book of Common Prayer Collect for today. 

Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, 

be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions 

make them to ask such things as shall please thee; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 What do think about the way Joseph treated his brothers 

to begin with? 

 Why do you think his emotions towards them changed? 

 What do think moved Jesus to tears? 

 What sort of things move you to tears?  

 I spoke about Dominus Flevit being one of my favourite 

churches in that area; do you have certain churches that 

are special to you? 

 What is it that makes a particular church special to you? 

 Do you agree that Jesus’ tears are at the heart of the 

Christian gospel and if so why? 

 
 
 



 
SUNDAY 16

th
 August 2020 

Trinity 10 
Altar Flowers – Pam Lewis 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SERVICE TODAY 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 

Sunday 23
rd

 August 
Invitation only 

10.00am: Common Worship Communion 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This coming week 

Thursday 20
th

 August 

Funeral for the late Lee GREY 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Saint Mary’s publish the  
Banns of Marriage  

between 
 

 
Ian Andrew Hunt & Rosemary Lunt 

Michael Declan Cleary & Michelle Louise Hope 
Adam Daniel Pearman & Robyn Sarah May Kennedy 

 

If anyone knows cause, or just impediment, why these persons 
should not be joined together in holy Matrimony,  

you are to declare it. 
These are for the SECOND time of asking. 



 
 
 
 

 
For any of your family, friends  

and neighbours 
who have access to the internet, 

you might like to suggest  
that they look at the church’s website  

where they will be able to see this 
message and other useful information. 

Also, anyone you know with  
Primary Age school children will find 

stories from ‘Open The Book’. 
 

Tell them to Google 
 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


