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Hello and, how are you? 

We’re now about to start our seventh week of lockdown and 

this is the seventh Sunday that we haven’t been able to get 

together in our beautiful church. 

After all these years of going to church on a Sunday morning it 

feels very strange that we are no longer able to do so. 

And Sunday can feel like any other day. 

But it’s no good moaning or getting up tight with each other - or 

the government for that matter because of what they are doing, 

or not doing. 

Because this is a completely different world that we are now 

living in and it’s difficult for all of us. 

 

I was speaking to one of my lads in the week and I heard him 

repeat one of my old sayings  

He said “We have nothing to complain about when you think 

about what the men in the First World War had to put up with.” 

And I totally agree. 

As many of you will know WW1 holds a great interest for me 

and in fact this last week, I should have been in Germany on 

one of my annual war trips. 

Friday as you will know was VE Day. 

It is 75 years since the end of the Second World War in Europe. 

And we as a village were going to mark the anniversary with 

some celebrations. 



But don’t worry once the lockdown is fully lifted there will be a 

lot of celebrations and an opportunity to catch up with all the 

things that we have missed. 

Of course there will be many families who have lost loved ones 

over the last few weeks and their celebrations will undoubtedly 

be mixed with great sadness. 

 

This first picture is one that I took a few days ago looking out of 

the vicarage window 

over Cubbington Wood 

where there is a 

rainbow.  

Rainbows have become 

very popular lately 

many being displayed 

for us to see as a 

symbol of hope. 

The first rainbow was shown to Noah after the great flood by 

God as a covenant to him and all people of the earth. 

 

My next picture is a beautiful knitted 

rainbow that hangs in our front 

window and it was made and sent to 

me from a couple who used to live 

here in the village. 

Rainbows are beautiful and remind us 

of God and His promise, that should 

give us all hope that things will be 

alright.  



If you have ever been to a funeral, then you will be familiar with 

today’s bible reading. 

It’s from John’s gospel again and its chapter 14 and the first 14 

verses. 

It is one of the most popular readings chosen for a funeral and 

there’s a good reason for that – it’s because it holds so much 

comfort and hope. 

In the passage we read 

about Jesus talking to His 

disciples.  

This is a very serious 

conversation because 

Jesus is telling them 

about His own death. 

He knows He is going to die soon, and He is reassuring His 

friends that it will be ok. 

I guess His friends can’t take it all in – how does He know He is 

going to die and many more questions must have come into 

their minds. 

But Jesus continues with His reassurance by telling them about 

heaven – it will be a splendid place and they’ll be room for 

everyone.  

 

I particularly like this 

passage from the 

King James Bible as 

it uses the word 

mansion.  



And as we all know these are usually big and beautiful and very 

luxurious – and I think this gives a better picture of what we 

stand to inherit when we go to be with God. 

Later in the bible in the book of Revelation John tries to explain 

the vision he had of heaven. 

And he had a real problem because he has never seen 

anything so beautiful, so spectacular and so he had to use 

things that he considered to be the most beautiful – things like 

gold and precious stones. 

All of this is to reassure us that when our earthly life is over – 

everything will be ok  

We are going to a much better place – a place where we will be 

with God forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me close by telling you how I see life – 

This earthly life is only the rehearsal, the practice if you like – 

because when we go to be with God – it will be the main event. 



It will be such a wonderful place – everything will literally be out 

of this world – there will be no pain, no suffering, no evil, no 

sadness, and anything else that is not good will be missing, 

everything will be good and perfect 

And it will be forever!  

So enjoy your life while you are here on earth and look forward 

to one day being in a place that is literally out of this world and 

in the company of Almighty God.  

 

Reverend Graham 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this 

message and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find 
stories from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


