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Hello again and greetings from the vicarage. 

I hope that you are all well and keeping safe. 

So much for a Happy New Year, straight into lockdown! 

I think many of us could see this coming with the numbers of 

people contracting the virus and hospital numbers continuing to 

rise. 

I think the only choice left to the Prime Minister was to place the 

whole country into another lockdown. 

I think we just have to be patient whilst we wait for the vaccine 

and then hopefully, we can move on and resume some sort of 

normality. 

Thankfully at least this time we are able to keep the church 

open. 

 

Sadly, we have lost a couple of our faithful congregation 

members, Mike Garbett and Jeff Marshall. I would ask you to 

remember in your prayers their wives Vicky and Pam and their 

families. Both of their funerals will be held in church next week. 

 

Today is the First Sunday after Epiphany and also The Baptism 

of Christ. 

Our bible passages are from Mark’s gospel chapter 1 verses 

4-11, The Baptism of Jesus and from Acts chapter 19 verses 

1 – 7, Third Missionary Journey. 

 

Have you ever wondered why Mark begins his gospel with John 

the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism rather than His birth? 



Well, Mark is mainly writing to Roman Christians and their 

custom when receiving a new and special person was to have 

a messenger arrive and announce the coming of the person. 

This of course was John’s mission, to announce the coming of 

the most important person in the world. 

As the Roman Christians would have been less interested in 

Jesus’ birth, this was the best way to prepare the way. 

 

We are reminded of how John lived in the wilderness. I guess 

he chose that lifestyle to be away from any distractions that 

would take him away from God. 

How many times have you decided to pray or read your bible 

and you may even have set a time – only to find that when the 

time arrives you are busy doing something else. 

My love of spending time in the mountains with only the beauty 

of creation around me, makes it very easy for me to think about 

and spend time with God. 

When I’m at home with all of the distractions of modern life, it’s 

much harder and commands a much greater discipline which I 

don’t always find that easy.   

 

For John, his ministry was to make the way for Christ and what 

better visible way was there than to baptise people. 

To baptise them he asked them to repent of their sins and start 

a new life – a new life with God. 

He preached to them, telling them that Jesus was coming, and 

He was God’s only Son. 

 



John baptised in the river Jordan and like most Christian sites 

in the Holy Land there are two places that claim to be the site 

where John baptised Jesus. 

On my first visit I found what was then the only site at the time. 

The entrance to the river was through a very smart building 

which sold all sorts of souvenirs. We were greeted at the door 

and told we could be baptised for free in the river all we needed 

was to buy was a white gown from the shop! Needless to say 

we didn’t as you can only be baptised once. 

 

 

The first site I visited on the River Jordan where Jesus was said 

to have been baptised. 

 

 



 

A picture at the 

site showing a 

couple of 

people you 

might 

recognise who 

paid for the 

white gown 

and were 

baptised! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The River Jordan looking 

more like when Jesus 

visited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second site where Jesus is believed to have been baptised 

is further south and is now inland after the river changed its 

course. 

This area was only opened a few years ago after thousands of 

land mines were cleared from the vicinity. 

Today as you know we tend to mainly baptise babies and 

young children. 

This is because the trend has changed, in the time of Jesus 

and for many years after it was the adults who chose for 

themselves whether to change their ways and be baptised. 

Now it is the parents who decide whether to have their children 

baptised. 

This is why we have confirmation.  

When you are confirmed you are simply confirming for yourself 

the promises made by your parents and godparents at your 

baptism. 

 



Although John had many loyal followers, he humbled himself by 

telling them that he only baptised with water – and someone 

who was much greater would baptise them with the Holy Spirit. 

When I baptise a child, I baptise them with water, but when 

saying a prayer over the water I pray for the Holy Spirit. 

When a person is confirmed by the bishop, they lay their hands 

on the candidates head and pray for the Holy Spirit to come 

and fill them. 

 

The liturgy (churches official ritual for worship) for baptism 

includes prayers for the forgiveness of sins for those about to 

be baptised. 

I find this rather difficult as I look at a beautiful innocent little 

baby. 

So, I say that this is also a reminder to all of us who have been 

baptised and not just for the baby that I am holding! 

 

When John was baptising people it was for a life change which 

included the repentance of sins. 

If that were so, why did Jesus ask to be baptised? 

We know that He was and is without sin and yet He insisted on 

being baptised by John. 

There are many reasons, Jesus is about to start His ministry 

and by being baptised it could be a way of giving His will to the 

Father. 

Jesus is recognised publicly by his forerunner John. 

He is seen as the ‘one that they have been waiting for’ the one 

that John had been telling them about. 



John came from a priestly line. One of the priest’s jobs was to 

present the sacrifices at the temple. 

It could be that the people recognise that he is presenting the 

ultimate sacrifice. 

More simply it could be that Jesus is showing that He identifies 

with sinners. 

But most importantly it is an instance when the triune God is 

seen coming down from heaven, -  

the Father gives His pleasure on His Son and the Holy Spirit 

descends in the form of a dove –  

What better picture could we have of all three aspects of God 

together in one place? 

I like to think that the words God spoke to Jesus when He came 

out of the water are words that on occasions, He speaks to us – 

You are my Son, my Daughter, the beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.  

Amen. 

 

To keep you updated, 

 I had an appointment 
with the consultant on 

Thursday.  

It is major surgery again, 
this time to my tongue, 

jawbone, and cheek.  

Unfortunately, because of the current situation in the 
hospital he was not able to give me a date.  

Thank you for your prayers and if you could pray for a date 

that would be very helpful. 



 

 

The Collect for The Baptism of Christ 

Eternal Father 

who at the baptism of Jesus 

revealed Him to be your Son, 

anointing Him with the Holy Spirit, 

grant to us, who are born again with water and the Spirit, 

that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children,  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 



 

 

 

Something to think about 

 When were you baptised? 

 What does baptism mean to you? 

 Do you have to be baptised to be a Christian? 

 Would you go to heaven if you have not been 

baptised? 

 What are your thoughts on confirmation, when/age 

etc? 

 What are your thoughts on why Jesus was 

baptised? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY 10
th

  JANUARY  
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

Epiphany 1 
 

Altar and Church Flowers: Mrs Pauline PRITCHARD 
and 

in memory of the late Mike GARBETT 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
SERVICE TODAY 

 
 

Invitation only 
10.00am: All Age Service 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Sunday 17
th

 January 
 

Invitation only 
10.00am: Common Worship 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

This coming week 
 

Monday 11
th

 January 
2.45pm: Funeral for the late Mike GARBETT 

 
Wednesday 13

th
 January 

Invitation only 
10.00am: Book of Common Prayer 

 
Friday 15

th
 January  

12.30pm: Funeral for the late Jeff MARSHALL 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



Regular Prayer for Graham 
Jo King is organising a regular Prayer time for Graham which 
will be on every Tuesday afternoon at 5.00 pm. She is aware 
that not everybody has access to a computer so suggests you 
join in prayer at the same time.  
Jo King is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Prayer Meeting for Graham 
Time: Jan 12, 2021 05:00 PM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84968950634?pwd=QzZhZTFtY05P
cWFYWFVpZTNnazZqZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 849 6895 0634 
Passcode: 8HGa5W 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

For any of your family, friends  
and neighbours 

who have access to the internet, 
you might like to suggest  

that they look at the church’s website  
where they will be able to see this message 

and other useful information. 
Also, anyone you know with  

Primary Age school children will find stories 
from ‘Open The Book’. 

 
Tell them to Google 

 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84968950634?pwd=QzZhZTFtY05PcWFYWFVpZTNnazZqZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84968950634?pwd=QzZhZTFtY05PcWFYWFVpZTNnazZqZz09

