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Hello again and many greetings from the vicarage. 

I’m not quite so keen on the weather this week although they 

have promised that next week will be better. 

A couple of weeks ago I started sanding down an old bench 

seat that was my Grandads. 

It’s been left out in the garden for as long as I’ve had it – and 

that is quite a few years. 

Every time I looked at it, I felt a bit guilty because my grandad 

stained it every year and it always looked brand new. 

Hopefully when I find a few minutes and the weather is good I 

can finish it and get it back to how I remember it as a child. 

 

 

The half-finished bench! 



Talking of getting back to how things were - I’ve spent a lot of 

time thinking and asking God to help me find a way to get back 

to worship in church. 

The information from the diocese that I spoke about last week 

is helpful to a point – but as every church and congregation are 

different – it’s finding the right way to open up the church safely 

for worship. 

As you’ve probably gathered it won’t be like my bench, back to 

how I always remembered it. 

It will be completely different. 

It will be different in the amount of people in church and we will 

be missing so much that we are used to. 

But it will be worship – and we will be together again, even if it 

is in limited numbers. 

As always, I will keep you informed when I know more. 

 

You will find today’s reading in Matthews’s gospel, chapter 13 

verses 1-9 and verses 18-23. 

It’s a well-known favourite -The Parable of the Sower.

 



What is more unusual is that in the latter verses Jesus explains 

the parable. 

So many of His parables that we read are left for us to try and 

work out the meaning, but this is one of the few that Jesus 

explains what His message is. 

 

When Jesus taught using parables, He was comparing 

something familiar with something unfamiliar – to help us to 

understand the spiritual truth by using everyday objects. 

For those interested in getting to know Jesus better they will 

search for the meaning and find the truth – 

Although we must be careful not to read too much of what we 

want them to say. 

 

The parable is an encouragement to all ‘Spiritual farmers’ – 

which includes us all - to go out and sow the seeds. 

We know that all seeds are different - some grow faster than 

others and they all need different sorts of soil and weather 

conditions. 

I’ve been watching the wildflower seeds that I planted in what 

was the old pond. 

Some were fast to poke through the soil whilst others have 

taken their time- 

Some seem stronger than others whilst others look thin and 

rather weak. 

It will be interesting to see exactly what flowers and how they 

get on together - and if they spread. 

 



 

The old pond which is now a home for wildflowers. 

 

Much of what I’ve said about the seeds in my garden could be 

said of people. 

Some spread good seed but not everyone is open to listen.  

Sometimes it might take a long time before what we have said 

to someone actually seems to be rooted  

Don’t be put off if you don’t see the results straight away – even 

if you know that your seeds were good  

Asking someone to get to know God and to trust Him can’t be 

forced, just like we can’t force a seed to grow faster or be 

stronger or taller – both are left in faith to God. 

And He creates the miracle of growth. 

 



 

The Sea of Galilee with a ‘Jesus’ boat.  
Tour boats that show the places where Jesus spent  

His time whilst teaching in Galilee. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sea of Galilee looking over to the area where Jesus performed the 

miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. 



I think it’s absolutely amazing that the words Jesus used in His 

parable were prophesied some 700 years earlier.  

Our Old Testament reading is from the prophet Isaiah and you 

can find it in chapter 55 verses 10-13. 

In these verses Isaiah compares the grain growing from the 

water that God sends from heaven - to the Word of God that He 

also sends which he says will produce good fruit. 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

 
11 

so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
    It will not return to me empty,  
but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
 

12 
You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 
and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 
 

13 
Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, 
    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

This will be for the LORD’s renown, 
    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will not be destroyed.” 

 

I imagine Isaiah got very excited when God gave him these 

words because he goes on to tell us that we will live in peace 

and joy – 

and if that’s not enough the mountains and hills will burst into 

song. 

That conjures up a beautiful picture of what and how we should 

be living. 



It is easy to feel down and alone in these difficult times – but if 

we look through the bible –  

there are numerous times and some lasted very many years 

where the people suffered from one adversity or another 

but God never left them, and He brought them out the other 

side. 

 

The old saying “That there is always someone worse off” is 

very true. 

I watched the news and saw the report from Yemen. 

Not only do they have the pandemic, but they are also starving. 

The reporter asked why they didn’t stay in the safety of their 

own home – the reply was simple “We have no food so we 

have to go out amongst the people to try and find something to 

eat.” 

In the height of the pandemic here in England no one starved, 

and we saw an increase in charities and aid agencies and even 

local people going out of their way to deliver food and support 

with whatever was required. 

 

We really have no reason to moan and things are looking 

brighter even if we feel it is rather slow. 

Except for this week and a few odd days we’ve had some 

beautiful weather and for the majority of us we have a garden 

that we can enjoy.   

So let us continue to thank God for His Goodness,  

for all that He gives to us each day,  

for all the joys of living in such a beautiful area – 



and for everything else that makes us smile and happy. 

Let us also, spare a thought and a prayer for those who are 

less fortunate, the sick, the lonely, the frightened – praying that 

God will meet them and comfort them as only He can.  

Amen 

 

 

 

An Evening Prayer from the Church of South India 

 

God our Father, by whose mercy 

the world turns safely into darkness 

and returns to light: 

we place into your hands our unfinished tasks, 

our unsolved problems, and our unfilled hopes, 

knowing that only what you bless will prosper. 

To your love and protection 

we commit each other and all those we love, 

knowing that you alone are our sure defender, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Reverend Graham 
 

 
 
 
 

Something to think about 

 What sort of tasks have you been doing during lockdown? 

 Have you any that are unfinished? 

 In the parable of the sower Jesus tells us that there are 

four types of soil, which are you? 

 There are lots of parables in the bible which is your 

favourite and why? 

 The parables in this chapter (13) teach us about the 

Kingdom of God. How would you explain the Kingdom of 

God to a non-Christian? 

 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
For any of your family, friends  

and neighbours 
who have access to the internet, 

you might like to suggest  
that they look at the church’s website  

where they will be able to see this 
message and other useful information. 

Also, anyone you know with  
Primary Age school children will find 

stories from ‘Open The Book’. 
 

Tell them to Google 
 St. Mary’s Church Cubbington. 


